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O f T H & 

L I F E 

O F 

Ge^e Frtderic HandeL 

M 

GEoRCE Frederic Handel wm 
born at Hall, a citjr in tib* 
circle of Vpper-5a^ony> the 24th 
Fcfaroary 1684, byla fcoond wife 
Idi fatfa w » who was an eminent 
furgeoo and pbyiiciaa of the iame.* 

fibifi^ aod aiMive £aty when bis foa 

' , . ]g ' was 
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was born. He had alfo one daughter 




this lifter, to whoie only daughter, 
L e. his niece ^ i^ow ^Ji^ingqhe 
queathcd the grcatefE part of 
ample fortune. 

While he was yet under fevea 
years^^ age, Ijp weut|^with j^^ far 
thcr to the Duke of Saxe-Weifen- 
fels. His ftrong defile to pay a 
vifit to his half- brother, a good deal 

before obferved that he was the 
iffue of a fecond marriage) and at 

Ptthce, wai the 6elifi«nt!)f ii^^ 
ing. His father mtended to^^ 
left him behind, ,anfl had a&ueAi^ 
let out without him. He thought 
ortte^^f 4i8*-age U^i^fcit^^ 
<ltmipiibioauwh^ili9f«^ gpinpibH 

'*' 3 V; (Jig 
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the court of a Pdnce^ and to attend 

the duties of his profeilion. The 
boy finding all his folicitatibns iu- 
effciShial, had recpurfe to the only 
method whioh was left for the ac- 
compliihment of his wii^ - Having 
watched the time of his father's 
fctting out^ and concealed, his in- 
tention from the reft of the family, 
he followed ch^ chaiie on foot« It 
was probably retarded b)r the rouglv-^ 
nefs of the roads,, c^r Ibme other ac- 
cident, for he overtook it before it 

A 4 ■ 

had advanced to any confiderable 
ciiAance frcMB the towa. His. fa- 
ther, greatly furprifed at his cou- 
rage, and fomcwhat difpleafcd with 
his obftinacy, could hardly refolvis 
ivhat courfe to take* When he 
was alked) how he could think of 
the journey, after fuch a plain re- 
fufal had been given him 3 inftead 
of anfwering th^ queftion, he re-* 

£ 2 newea 
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newed his iixtreaties in the moil 
preflin^ manner^ and pleaded in 
language too moving to be refifted/ 
Being taken into the chaife, ait^ 
carried to court, he difcovered aa 
unrpeakable fatisfadion at meeting 
with Iijs brother above-mentioned,^ 
w hom till then he had never feen/ ' 

w 

This was not the iirft inilance of 
the father's ill fuccefs, vvhen he 
judged it expedient to oppofe or 
over-rule his fon's indinatiofisV 
This matter demands a more^ pSiXr 
ticular explication, before an acr; 
count, can properly be given of 
what afterwardii palled at the court 

of Wtiieufels. 



From his yery childhood Ha NDEf. 

had difcovered fuch a ftrong pj^o* 

penlity to Mulic, that iiis fatTier, 

wlio always intended him for the 

^ ftudy 
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ftudy of the Civil Law, had reafon 
to be alarmed. Perceiving that this 
incliQation ftill increaied, he took 
every method to oppofe it. He 
ftridly forbad him to meddle with 
any mufical infi rumen t ^ nothing of 

that kind was ftiffered to remain in 
the houfe, nor was he ever permit « 
ted to go to any other^ where fuch 
kind of furniture was in ufc. All 
this caution and art^ inftead of re- 
Hraiaiog, did but augment his paf-* 
fion. He had found means to get a 
little clavichord privately conveyed 
to a room at the top of the houfe. 
To this room he ' conftantly Aolt 
when the family was afleep. He 
had made fome progrefs before Mu- 
fic had been prohibited, and by his 
afliduous pradice at the hours of 
reft, had made fuch farther ad-* 
V4i)^€s^ as, tho' not attended to at 

B 3 that 
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that tirrie, were no flight progno- 
ftia of hk. future greatnds. 

J And here it may not be unplca- 
flng to the reajder, juft to remind 
|)im of the minute and furpriling 
|:efeaiblaDce between thefe paiTage^ 
in the early periods of Handel*s 
Jife, and fome' which are recorded 
kr that of 4he celebrated monfleur 
Pafcal t J .written by his fifter. No- 
thing could equal the bias of th^ 
one tQ Mathematics, but the bias 
of the other to Mufk: both in 
their Vjery childhood out-did the 
efforts of roaturer age : they . pyr- 
fued their refpeSive fludies not only 
without apy afliftance, but againft 
the confent of theif parents^ and 
in fpite of all the oppofition they 
contrived to give them* 

We 

« 

f Tycho Brahe is another inftance of the 
like kind. 
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Jcft opr little traveller juft 
oa^$ arrival with his. father^ the 
Puke, of Saxe-W^ifeaieis. In iuch 
a fituation ic vyas hot ealy io keep 
him from getting at hatpficliord^, 
amd hi$r .f4ther was too much en- 
g^e^ to watch him fo clofely there 
as lie had dojie at home. ^ He often 
if^eniio^cl to his friehdS) this on- 
coAtrouIable htimoor of his foii^ 
which he told them he had taken 
great pains to fiibduCj hut hitherto 
with little or no fuccefs. He faid 
it was eafy to foreiee^ that if it was 
not iubdued very ibon^ it would 
preclude all improvements in the 
faience for which he intended him, 
and wholly difconcert the plan that 
liad been forbied and agreed on for 
his education. 

The reafonablcnefs of fuch ap- 
prehenfions every one admitted^ in 

B 4 cafe 
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caie it was detemined to adhere to 
tbe icheme above^-mentiooed. ^ut 
the pnideoce of adhering to it was 
doubted by voaDy^ It was obferved 
with reafon, that where Nature 
ieemed to declare herfelf io lb 
ifarong a maimer, refiftaace was of« 
ten not only fruideisi but pernio* 
ous* Some iaid^ that, from all the 
accounts, the i;afe appeared fo de-*- 

Iperate, that nothing bvt the cut- 
ting off his fingers could prevent 
hk {laying ^ and others affirmed^ 
lhat it was g pity aay thing Jbould 
prevent it. Such were the Sen- 
timents and deqlaiation? of the 
Doctor's friends in reg^ to his 
fon* \ii is npt likely they would 
have had any great efFed, but for 
the following incident, which gave 
their advice ^11 the weight and au»- 
thp^ity it f^erps \o Ijave defervedf 
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: . It happeoed oae moruing, that 
while he was playing on the organ 
after die Service was over, the Duke 
vas. in the church* Somethiog 
there was ia the maoner of playing, 
which drew his attention fo ftrong^ 
ly, that his Highnefsi as fojon as he 
returned^ aiked his valet de cham-- 

hn who it wa« that he had heard at 
the organ, when the fervice was 
oven The valet replied, that it was 
his brother. The Duke demanded 
to lee hinu 

■ 

i 

f 

After he had feen him, and 
piade aU the incjuiries which it 
was natural for a man of tafte and 
diicernment to make on fuch an 
occafion, he told his phyiician, that 
every father muft judge for himfelf 
jn what manner to difpofe of his 
children i but that, for hi$ own 
jart, he coujd pot but conlidcr it 

as 

If ^ 
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fva fwX pfrC^^n^fi .agaitjJft .Uic pub- 
lic ^nd |)pft^ril;jt^ rob . th^ 



^ « • • • 

r 



^ X.|?P^^4,Ppdor fUU V his 
j^eppuewous in favouf of t^c. Ciyil 
Law/ Though he vysis .convinced 
it was alnipll l3ecorae an aft of ne- 
peflit^ to yi^ld to his Cons inclinai- 
tions J[as it fcjemeB an ad of duty 
yield to the (Prince's adyiqe and, au* 
chority) yet at wd& ^ot without th^ 
utmoft reludaiice that he broughjt 
himfelf to this refolution. He was 
Cenfible of the Prince's goodnefs in 
taking fuch notice of his ion, and 
giving, hk opinion ci)iK:erning the 
beft method of education. But he 
begged leave humbly tq reprelent 
•to his Highnefs, that though Mufic 
was an elegant art, and a iine 
j^yfemcnt, yet if cpnfideied as 
occupation, it had little dignity, 

• ' as 
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as having fbt' its object aociiing bet-r 
tcr fiban meie {desTure and. «ittcr4 
taiorafiut : that Yidiatev^r ilqgitc of 
emiaeoce his ion might arrive al 
in fuch a profeflion, he thought 
that a much le& degree iii madj^ 
dlhets would be far pf eferabfe. * 



/4 
f 4 



The Prince could not agree with 
him in his notions of Muiic as a 
profefllon^ which he iaid were much 
too km and diiparaging, as gi:eat 
excellence in any kind enutled aea 
to great honour. And as to profitj 
he obferved how much more likely 
he^ould be to fucceed, if fufleped 
to purfue the path that Nature and 
Providence feemed to have marked 
out for him j than if he was forced 
into another track to which he had 
no fuch bias ; way, to which he 
4)ad a dired averiion; He con^ 
eluded \vith laying, tiiat he was far 

• from 
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from recommending the Rudy of 
Muiicinexclufion of the Laoguage^ 
or of the CiirU Law, provided it 
fva$ poilible to reconcile them to- 
gether : what he widied was^ that ' 
all of them might have fair play; 
that.no violence might be ufed, 
but the boy be left at liberty to fol- 
low the natural bent of his facul- 
ties, whatever that might be. 

. All this while he bad kept hii 

efes ftedfaiUy tixed on his powerful 

advocate ; and his ears were as 

watchful and attentive to the im-^ 
preffions which the Prince's dif- 
courie made upon his father* 

The ifiue of their debate was 
this : not only a toleration was ob- 
tained for Muiic, but a>n(ent for 
a mailer to be employed, who 
Should forward and aiilii him ia 

his 
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his adi^Dces on his return to Hall. 

At his departure from Wcifeufels, 
the Prince fill'd his pockets with 
money, and told him, with a fmile, 
that if he minded his fbdies, no 
c&couragpments £bould be wanting. 

The great civilities which he had 
received at the court of Wctfenfels, 
tlife profpelf ous iiTue of the debate 
jiift mentioned, but efpecially the 
friendly and generous difmiilion 
which the Prince had given him, 
<^fereoften thefubjedof histhoughts. 
Thefe fortunate incidents ferved to 
foment that native emulation, and 
to inflame that inbred ambition, 
which, even at this early period it 
was eafy to difcover in him* 

' The firft thing which his father 
did at his return to Hall, wa« to 
place him under one Zack aw, who 

was 



( ^* ') 

ifasorg^t^to tke cattikedral cbufch* 
Tlik perfon , had great abilities in 
Igp^ profefllon, and was not tnot^ 
qualified than kidi*(ed txy do juftim 
{piany pupil of a hop^ul difpo^b 
tioa. Hand£ L pl^fed^him fo mucfe, 
that he never thought he could do 
tnough ibr him; The firft objed: 
9f IwaWttiou w» W gto»od hi* 
thorou^y in the principles of hafh 
^pny* . Hk next cafe wa$ ta culn 
tivate his imagination, and- £brt|| 
^ tafte. He had a jargo G<>lkii>f 
tioo of Italian aa well GeriB$Q» 
inuilc : ha ihewed hiis^ the diiiei;eiiC 
llyles of different natikonSi; the exri 
ceilences and dcfeds of each par- 
ticular author J and^ that he migjht 
equally ^idirahce in tlx: pra&kal 
part, he frequently gave him fub* 
to wotk, and made him copy^ 
and play^^ and compolLin his flcad* 
Thus he had more exercife, ari(^ 

more 
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p^ar Hal4 9i:..rcforted thidaer froqi 

aj^ incUnat^oa tals^ .^bfetit, as 

<il>mpanj, §pd a chea^6ul,gla&. - It 
jjrjgjg , fceyi. fti:aage tp. .,t^k^ of aa 
^^jjafit af fcvf » jea^j^yjf . age, for 
he^cQuW np}; .be more^. if indeed 
he was quite 10 much, when nrli 
he was committed to the care o^ 
tififf . per&^ 3ut it will appear 
ilrapger^ that. bj^. the^ timi^ 



he was nine fie began to CotxipfiBi 
the church kxvicQ for vcMces aod 
loftruioeQtS) and from that time 
adually did compofe a fervice everj 
week for three years fucceflivcly* 
However, it mnft not be forgot, 
diat he had made ibme |nt)gre(a at 
home, before his father began to 
be alarmed, and, in confequence 
thereof, had forbid him to touch 
any mufical inftrument : that, after 
thisfevere prohibition, he had macb 
further advances at ftolen intervals 
by his pradice on the clavichord ; 
and after that had made the moft 
of his moderate ftay at the court 
of Weifenfels, where he found 
many inftroments, and more ad- 
mirers. 

We have already hinted at fome 
Ariking coincidencies of life andr 
charader^ which are found in him^ 

and 
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juid 4ie hxDom PafcaL In thit 
plafx we nuiy juA o^^Ebr^. 
,the latter, at the age of twelve 
j|^i][)pos'd a treatife on the propa<* 
^tioja -of lounds, aod at uxteen 



From the few fada luft related 



it^is eafy to guefs, , that 'i^om the 
ftime of I|an!3(Bl s navmg « nuuter 

i^^foniif the CivU Law <;auld have 
iiad no great iKare of his attention. 
The Jbent. of his mind to'Mufic 
was no)V fo evident, and lb pre* 
inu^ that the Princess advico 
was pundually followed* No fur* 
iher/ endeavQur^ were tifed to alter 
,car correct it. The gonfequence 
pf this^ full liberty was foon per- 
^odved; the pupil furpafiSxl. the 
iliaftery the mafter hitipfelf con* 
fe^fd his fuperiority. . ^ai^ waft 
not a place for fo afpiring a youth 

w to 



to t)e*^ong confined to. Dunfi|| 
this ihterval of^tferee or four yeafs^ 
lie Tiaid made all the improvements 
that were any way confident with ' 
the opportunities it afforded ; but 
he was' impatient for another fitua- 
tion, which would afford him bet- 
ter, and/vich a one' at length pre- 
Jcnted ittelf. 'After fome confulta- 
tions, BbIrlin was the place agreed 
on. He had a friend and relation 
*at that court, on whofe care and 
Icmdnefs his parents could rely. It 
^as ip the year 1698 that he'went 
to Berlin. The Opera there was 
in a flourifliing condition, under 
the diredion of the King of Pruf- 
fia, ( grandfather of the prefent) 
who, by the encouragement which 
he gave to fingers and compolers^ 
drew thither fomeof the moff emi- 
nent^from Italy, and other parts, 
^mohg thefewercBuoNONctNi and 

2 Attiliq^ 



i&ier wa^ atUlie -^&ead of %>ibra)i^ 

-n^sidh that Qourtrhadvkoowiv^i^ut 
^foth his liaieural temper, ihc^^waa 
dated- with fuccefi, ank apt 

was ta^'d>0^-^a» 'a tnoftl eKtMM- 
dinaiy player on the harpfichord 

eftUPmc yeiu%, yh, meount 
•tiMF ^ lit» ; years' hk 4iad' alwki^^dilft- 
-dercdPHm-^ a^ meite- But 
■ as - people ^lill ptt-fifted- l£i ^elr 
*€hcomiums, it was his farity td trjr 
-te^tiii«h df -thtaii' *-Fbr-this end 
'he compofed a Cantata in the* chro- 
' jtetit "-ftjrle,; ^iflSicult .Iq every re- 
iped^ and fuch as even a imafter, 
" • C 2 he 



, (( 20 ) 

iie thought^ 'would be ' puzzled tb 
play, or accompany without fome 
previous practice. When he found 
•that he, whom he had regarded as 
^ ea mere child, treated diis for- 
;midable compofition as a mere 
*:^riflei 'not only executing it at 
iight, but with a degree of accu- 
racy, truth, and expreffion hardly 
:to be expefted even from repeated 
pradice J — • theri indeed he began 
.to fee him in another light, and to 
-talk of him in another tone, 

' i . . ^. lih 

ATTiLiOjfomewhathisinferior as 
.a compofer, was a better performer 
: on the harpfichord, and, from the 
Jweetnefs of his teniper, and. mo- 
• ' defty of his character, was much 
. *tmore beloved as a man. His fond- 
.nefs for Handel commenced at his 
coming to^BerUn, andxonti- 
' nucd to the time of his leaving it. 



He 



Diq 



He would often take iiim on hit 
knee, and make him play on hi^ 
harpfichord for an hour together* 
equally pleafed and furprized with 

the extraordinary proficiency of fb 
young a perfon ; for at this tim^ 
^e could not exceed thirteen, aj 
may eafily be.^ feen ,^y, comparing 
dates. The kindnefsof Attilio was 
not thrown away ; as h^ was al* 
jf^^s welcome, he never. .|ofl apjf 
opportunity 9^^ l^mg >yi^|>,ljijni, <?}: 
of learning from him^ all^ th^f^a 
perfon of his age and experience 
was capable of fhewing him. It 
would be injuftice to Buononcini 
not to mention his civilities to Han- 
del, but they were accompahiod 
with that kind of diftance and re- 
ferve, which always lefien the va^^ 
lue of an obligation, by the very 
endeavour to enhance it. .Tht 
age of the perlbn to be obKgeJ 
' • ^ 3 - fcems 



^imsAd' AmSve all fufpicion of 
f ivalfhip or jealoufy. One fo young 
could hai-dly be the objeftof cither; 
imd yiet from what afterwards hap^ 
jifened, fuch a notion may appear i6 
forfife pef fdris hot aTfogether defti- 
ttite df prbbiibility. — Thofe who 
ttc fond of ex^laihing former paSA 
fages by fubfequent evenrs, would 
lie apt €6l fay, tKaY the fefeds of 
Jffimi^W^ fown at Berlin ; and 
that thdti^ti they did not appeal 
•^till the fcdne w^s changed, they 
^&i ted only for time and occafioii 
tfc produce 'th^M? ' 

- Thus much is certain, that the 
little ftf anger had not been long at 
court before Kis abilities became 
known tS" the King, who fre- 
quently fent for him, and made 
him large prefents. Indeed his Ma-* 
jefty, convinced of ^his fingular 

j;^ endow- 



endowments, and unwilling to lof^ 
the. opportunity of patronizing fo 
rare, a genius, had conceived a de- 
(ign of cultivating it at his own 
expencc. His intention was to 
fend him to Italy, where he might 
be formed under the befl: maftcrs, 
and have opportunities of hearing 
and feeing all that was excel- 
lent in the kind. As foon as it 
was intimated toHANDELs 
{for he was yet too young to de- 
termine for himfelf ) they delibe- 
rated what anfwer it would be pro- 
per to return, in cafe this fcheme 
^ould be propofed in form. It 
wa? the opinion of many that his 
fortune was already made, and that 
his relations would certainly em- 
brace fuch an offer with the ut- 
moft alacrity. Others, who bet- 
ter underftood the temper and fpi- 
rit of the court at Berlin, tliought 

C4. this 



this k ^ matKef of nice fpeculation, 
and cautious debate. For they well ' 
knew, that if he once engag d ia 
the King*s fervice, he muft remain 
ifi it, whether he liked it, or not ; 
that if he continued^ to pleafe, it 
would be a reafon for not parting 
with him ; and that if he happened 
to difpleafe, his ruin would be the 
certain confequence. To accept an 
offer of this nature, was the fame 
thing as to enter into a formal en- 
gagement, but how to refufe it 
was ftill the' difficulty. At length 
it was refolved that fome excufe 
muft be found. It was not long 
before the King caufed his inten- 
tions to be fignified, and the an- 
fwer was, that the Doftor would 
always retain the profoundeft fenfe 
of the honour done to him by the 
* , notice which his Majefty had been 

k • gracioufly pleafed to take of his 

t 

r 

t • Google 



fon; but* as he himfelf was nW 
^grown old, and could not expeft 
to have him long with him, he 
humbly hoped the King would 
forgive his defire to decline the 
offer which had been made him. 
by order of his Majefty. 

I am not able to inform the rea- 
,der how this anfwer was reliflied 
by the King, whom we may fup- 
pofe not much accuftomed to re- 
fufals, efpecially of this fort. Such 
. an incident made it improper for 
Handel to ftay much longer at the 
court of Berlin, where the more 
his abilities fliould be known and 
commended, the more fome per- 
fons would be apt to lift and fcru- 
tinize the motives of his father's 
conduit. 

mia . ^.ia ^ Many 



^fMany and gr^at were the com^ 
plii^eat&andxiyilitics which he re-jj 
cciv^dbn his' leaving Berlin. I^s yetjj 
he had been but twice from home^^ 
and both times had received fuch 
marks of honour and diftinftion, 
as are felcjonj, if ever, paid to 
one of his age and condition. On^ 
his retiirh to Hall, Ke bfegan to feel ; 
himfelf more, to be confcious of 
his awn fuperiority, to -difcover 
that fpirit of emulation, and paf-' 
lion for fame, whigh urged him 
IttongTy To' go out into the world, 
'tantl try what fuccefs he fhould 
have in it. His acquaintance with 
the eminent mafters at Berlin 
had opened his mind to new 
ideas of excellence, and fhewn 
him in a more extended view the 
perfections of his art. After his 
friends had refufed fuch offers as 
the King had made him, he never 

could 
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could endure the thought of flay- 
ing long at home, either as a pupiL 
or fubftitute to his old mafter Z ac-' - 
KA^. He had heard lb high a/ 
charader of the fingers and com-^ 
pofcrs of Italy^ that his thoughts • 
ran much on a journey into that 
country. But this project required 
a longer purfe than he was as yet. 
provided with, and was tbeyfforq 
fufpended till fuch tirrie ds it could 
be compalTed without hazard or 
inconvenience. In the mean while, 
as his fortune was to depend on 
his fkill in his profeflion, it wa^ 
neceflary to confider of fome place 
lefs diftant, where he might em- 
ploy his time to advantage, and 
be ftill improving in knowledge 
and experience. Next to the Opera 
of Berlin, that of Hamburgh was 
ih the higheft requeft. It was re- 

. . 1 ' . folvcd 



(28) 

folvcd^to fend him thither on his 
owh bottom, and chiefly with a' 
view to improvement It was a 
wife refolution not to engage hinv 
too early with a view to profit. 
How many parents have murdered 
the fine talents of their children 
• by weakly facrificing that liberty 
and independency, which are eflen- 
tial to their exertion ! This confi-f 
deration had ever been attended 
to* by his friends while he was* 
under their diredion. And itt- 
is very remarkable that Handel, 
when he came to ad for himfelf,! 
fofiftantly^purfued the fame falu-' 
tary maxim. In the fequel of his 
life he, refufcd the higheft offers^ 
from perfons of the greatcft diftinc- 
tion ; nay, the 'higheft favours 
frofii the faireft of the fex, only 
bccaufe he would not be cramped 
* : ■ 2 or 
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^ confined by particular attachr 
jnents. 

I, His father's death happened 
\not long after his return from 
Berlin. This event produced a 
confiderable change for the worfe 
in the income of his mother. That 
. he might not add to her expences, 
.the firft thing which he did on his 
.arrival at Hamburgh, was to pro- 
,.cure fcholars, and obtain fome 
. employment in the orcheftra. Such 
was his induftry and fuccefs in fet- 
tinet out, that the firfl: remittance 
which his mother fent him he ge- 
neroufly returned her, accompa- 
nied with a fmall prefent of his 
own. On this occafion it is but 
juftice to obferve, that the fame 
; generous regard for thofe with 
whom he had any natural or acci- 

.dental 
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ilental cohneftion, 9ppNeared-in the 
later, as well as in the earlier pe- 
riods of his life. But a very few 
years before his death, being in- 
'formed that the widow o£Zackaw 
>vas left ill provided for, he fcnt 
'her money more than once. He 
"Would have done the lame by her 
Ton, for whofe Avclfare he appeared 
be equally anxious ; but the af- 
"furances he received, that all fuch 
'fervices would only ' furnifli hirti 
^with opportunities of increafing 
thofe fottifli habits he had con- 
ti'adted, with-held his hand. 

" Before we advance any 
'in his hiftory, 'it is neceflary -fomc 
-'accounts fhould be given of the 
'^Opera at Hamburgh, as well ^8 
^ feme charafter of the compofcr and 
lingers. 

The 
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was fccretary fb ®r Cyril Wycfa, 
Sviio was ' rcfiHent iiir the Englifh 
court, had-if ANiJiti fbPU& inti&> 
inafier,'andfras lumfelf a fine player 
on the haipiicfaDrd. MATHTsoiTwas 
^rii? ^e^t 'iSnger, for which reafqn 
^te fttiftg only iccaftbnally ; Butlfe 
a' goorf ador, a' good cohipd- 
*lcr of ^hs, M a " ip6d pfeytlr 
on the; harpfichordi ' %erWdCe 
and tfaiiil^ted i&verai treatifes. d!(je 
mat he ^vi'ote was'chCOmpbfitidri. 
He had . thdugnts of Writing 'tKe 

ISk of Hai^pbi; ^y y^in'^kMe 
Bn d«^th. ' Had he buffiilkl thic'de-^ 
^fign^ he 'would have 'h^d advan- 
"ia^ea beybnd what we can ,'|ir^t^lid 
i. e. ampler and freflier matc- 
>i4ls; at leaft, for fo ihlich'of tl^ 
Ii|e as had then dapTcd. All chat 



15 Iicrc intended, is to give a 
plain, artlcfs account of fuch par-^- 
ticulars as we have been able to 
^learn, and fuch only as we have 
jeafon to believe authentic. To 
jreturn to our narration. 

CoNRATiN I excelled greatly both 
•^s an adrefs and a finger. Key bar 
,-did the fame as a compofer, but 

hcmg a man of gaiety and expence, 
involved himfelf in debts, which 
; forced him to abfcond. His Ope- 
,xas, for feme time, continued to 

be performed during his abfence. 
.On his difappearing, the perfoa 
V who before had played the fecond 

harpfichord, demanded the firft. 
, This occafioned a difpute between 

him and Handel, the particulars 

of which, partly for the fake of 
* their fingularity, and partly on ac- 
count 
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Ibimt of their impprtdncC) ma/ 
dcierve £o bo.iBeationed. 

» 

• On what reafons Handel ground- 
fd hisciaim tp the firft harpfichord 
I. do not und^^rftaiid: he had play- 
ed a violia in the orcheib^ he 
liiadagcxKi command oa this io- 
ftrumentj and was known to have 
a better on ;the other* Bat the 
oldtt caadidate was not unfit for 
the office, and in&fted on the right 
^ (ncfoBion, Handel feemed to 
to have, AO plea but that of natural 
fuperKHity, of which he was con** 
Ipious, and from which he wiould 
mQt recede. This diTpute occaii^ 
oped parties in the Opera*houie# 
Qp the one fide it was faid, with 
gitsat appearance of reafbn^ that 
to iet fuch a boy as Hanpel over 
a pcribn fo much his fenior^ was 
both unjuft and unprecedented. 

D On 
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€fe the other, it was urged with 
fome plaufibilky, JlhP.tltt ^C{>era 
was not to be ruined for pundi'- 
lies ; tiiat it was eafy to fordee^ 
irom the diiHculties Kbysak- wm 
under, that a G^mpofer would fooa 
be wanted, but not^^^<^fy to find 
a perfoti capable of focSeediog hltti^^ 
unlefs it were Handel. «Ja ihert, 
matters (they faid) -were now aM 
that pafs, that the queftion, if fair- 
iy ftatcd, was not who fliould con- 
^tA the Opera, but wli^her tkefig 

Ihould be any Operar at all. ^ 

J • • 

• - • »! I * -• 

' .^Thefc arguments prevailed ; and 
he, to whom the firft place feemed 
of courfe to be due, was coiiftnuti^ 
ed to yield it to hia^ilriphfigHctoiiP 
petiton £ut how much he felt thft 
indignity, may be gueifed from the 
nature and degree of his refent-^ 
ihcnt i more fuitcd to the glowing 

temper 
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tethpet of an Italian^ thati to 
phlegmatic caoftitutioa of a Ger-r 
tnan: For^ determioed to make 
Hanpel pay dear for his prionty^ 
he ftifled his rage for the prLfen^ 
only to wait an opportunity of giv- 
ing it full vent As they were 
coming out of the orcheilrai he 
made a pufli at him with a fword^ 
whidi being aimed lull at bis hearty 
would for ever have removed him 
from the o&ce he. had uiurpcd, 
but for the friendly Swre, whicb . 
he accidentally carried in his bo- 
ibm I and through which to havei 
forced it^ ^ would have demanded 

m 

all the might of Ajax himfel£ 

Had this happened in the early 
ages, not a mortal but would have 
been perfuaded that Afollq himfelf 

Da had 
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tiad mterpofcd to prefer vc him, io 
the form of a mufic^book. 

From the circumftances whicb 
are related of this affadr, it ha» 
more the appearance of an aflafll- 
nation, than of a rencounter : if 
the latter, one of Handbl^s years 
might well be wanting in the cou* 
rage, or the ikill to defend himielf r 
if the former, fuppofing him capa- 
ble of making a defence, he could 
not be prepared for iu 

9 

How great n^n, in the irery 
dawning of their glory, liave been 
planted, like hhn, on the very verge 
of deftrudion I as if Fortune, jea- 
loi^ of Nature, made a ihew of 
facriiicing her nobleft pfodu&ipas^ 
only to remind her of that fupitF- 
macy to whick (he aipires I 

Whatever 
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Whatever might be the merit§ of 
the quarrel atfirft, Handbl feemed 
now' to have purchafed his title to 
precedence by -the danger^ he had 
incurred to fupport it. What he 
ahd^his iticnd^ 'tfipeAed, fobri 
"pcn&du Proifi cohdnding the pci> 
^rmance^ he became Compofer to 
the Opera* Keysar, from his un- 
happy fituatichy could no longer 
lupply thc^^^ wha therefore 

applied to Harder and fumiihed 
:iiira with a draitij* to fee ^Tbc 
^name of ttwas Almeria. and this 
^vas the firft Opera which he made. 
The fnccefb oi it wtis fo great^ chM 

it ran* ibr thirty nights withc^t . inr 
terruption. He was at this time not 

much above fourteen: before he was 

iquite fiffeeeA, keinade a ietond^ en* 

Cttled' Florinda; and foon after^ a 

third called Nerone, which .were 

Jieard with <he fame applaufe* It 

' P 3 never 
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-pevpt was his uiteniiioa to fettle tijc 
Haiiiburgh t he told the Manager, 
flfi hj^ firft application to him, that 
he-cftine thither only 9 traveller, 
luid .yfiik 4 view to improvement ; 
thai tiU f he Con^pof^ ihould be at 
liberty^ pr till fom^ other fucp^flfif 
^or-rohftitute coul4.:be found, hp 
jiHras willing to he enigloyed, but was 

j-ciblvcd to fee more: of du: world 
jjcfoTf he ea;er£4 i^to aoy:engage- 

mcfitSy whigh would con£pe_J;\ia) 
, Jong to any particular place, . Tl^ 
.-Manager l^t .th^| matte|: for Jh^pj 

wd his frieiids.iyx determine ; but' 
4p!^oJ>j&.a§ ^e,,t|»opght proper to -bp 
_pon<:etn§d in the .ppera, hftprppi- 
.•fei^Jin>.atly^iHagfs ^t leaft as^gceat 
. fi^:^ S^^pokt that had gojic l>e-. 
.fore hiR>, This indeed ^a« no more 
i^^Rr '^^^ W^rf ft :: would readijy 

»■ pm^ 'm his ^tuauon : 
Jqt g994 hwfe?. >viU ^w&ys dfiord 
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^fpod pay^ to ail who beai; arpart ix^ 
the |)erfpjmaqce ; and cfpopially t9 
tbat * pcrfon^ whpfe . charader an^ 
abiliti^ iia^ ensure its ruccefs. ' 

■ • L f - 

At the tiojjs that Almeria an^ 

' .burgh, amoiig V^^i<^q,>v^ the Pfins^ 
of Tufcanv, brother to ToljiojCJafton 

^.Mcakis,. Grand Dvke. -The 

^rifince wag .a -great lover,,i^£ the m:t 

jE^ij[^EL's:jprofid^^ it, notonly 
^ Ipofocunsjl h ^ccefs to his Highnei^ 
..bu* occa^opip^ a.£brt of intimacy be- 
^twixtthe«i,i they frcquei^ly dilcoui^^ 
to^ethf r pjo the fl^t^ejof >Iii(ic in 

SencraL and on the merits of Com- * 
ppfers, Siffg^rs, and Performers in 
jj^icular^ j.j he Prjoc? W9uki of- 
)^n^ jsitfienjl; ^ t^t.U^NOEL- was not 
.^cqmaijit^d with thgTe,', of Italy_.; 
w P 4 flbewcd 
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ihevred him a large colledioa <^ 
^talian Mufic ; and was very 4^-^ 
rous he fhould return with him to 
Florence. Handel plainly coo^^ 
jfefled that he could {tp nqthing ia 
the Mufic which anfwered the high 
charadler his Highnefs had given it^ 
On the ccintrary, he thought it f6 
very iodii^ferent, that the Singers, be 
iaid/muA be angds pa^iecommend 
it. The Prince ftniled at the feverity 
his cenfure, and added , that 
tliere nedded itothihg^bbt a JoutcM^ 
io Italy to reconcile hifa to tiUb 
1^le aud . tafie . wl)icli prevailed 
"there, lie affured him that there 
was no country in which a youn^ 
^proBcictit cmld fpend 'feis ^tirhe ito 
£> miicK. advaptage } or ifi whiiA 
^very branch of his profemon wis 
cultivated with fo much care. HaiJ- 
PEL replied, that if this were fo, 

Jic wa§ mu^ 4t 3 lo& to conoei^e 
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llow fuch great culcui^ dxwld be 
foUowed by £c> little fruk. How;^ 
ever, what hi& Highnefs bad told 
him, and what he had before heard 
'drftlie fame' of the JtahiAs, would 
cfitaioly induce hiixi- to tindiertake 
the journey he had beiSQ pleafed to 
.recQQuuend^ the moment it ihQMld 
he convenient;. The Prince thep 

Jmrni^ted^ that if he chofe tore^ 
lum with into 9 no cooveoiences 
ihonld be wanting. Handbl, with- 
ooi intending . to accept o^ the ijir 
^Tour deligned him, expr^ed h^ 
ienie of the honour done him. For 
Ire reiblved to go to Italy on his own 
|>ottom, as Ibbh as he could make 
^ purie for that occa£ion» This 
noble fpirit of independency^ which 
*TOijefled him aJmoft from his child- 
hood^ was never kpowR tQ forfakc 
hini, not even in the fiaoft diftrcfs^ 
iml^£;ilib^ of his lifc» 

During 



... Oiiring h)& qoujifinwrice at ^aov 

-pour, or. five, years had ,.e apkd 

iL . It has , already been . 9(>ieryr 
ed* that inltead oi being charge- 
able to his 'mother, he Began to he 
leryiceabl^ to tier before hje was4veU 
Settled in his^ nfw fituatioh/' T^^^ 
^hp iia4f continued to -/end her'ro* 
^m^tances Jfrom tin^e to-^ti^ne, yet, 
de^r or his ^ own pxp^nces, he. had 
ip^qe lip a pviTle ,01 ^pp auj^ts, 
iM the flff^hgth i$?ieliis fund lie x% 

t^fet out foj ' • ^ 




Digitized by Google 



I 

■ . . . - / 
The number of fciiools and aca.t 

* 

demies for Muiic fubiiiiing ia tli^ 
diiFerent quarters of tliis country^ 

^rui the vaft encpuragemems afFcf^j 
ifjl to thofe who exqel in the^AfU 
long xx)a(pif ed^ vAxki all the ady 
itan|:4g^s of c;pnititi|tioa and clinaij^ 
to. render it the moft eminent part 
pf thp, worldfor its CpaQpofCTS, Sixjg- 
»^ ^nd PerfcMrmer^ As each of 
' thefe fqiaiatae diaff^s hath a ftyie and 
, panaer peculiar to .itielfy fo there 
\are fome tilings ^it^U worth obferF«>* 
ing, which are comaion to them 
jtU. ^ ^oreigixer> vvho woul^ 

•make: a< ^uitT in- 'prof«ffioD, 
ought |df. obferve theni with thp 
^?eate£ .iKsai^^nefs^ ' h^ they, are 
' fuch as cannot be marked, or writ- 
teo% or,,,?ven dcfciibed. So little 
. are tbejD to be learvt hj rule, that 
iJie y ate opt un&imjently diredt 

viola^ 
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Violations * of rule, I am at a lofs 
what to call them, unlcfs they are 
certain beauties and deh'cacies in 
fenthnent and ei^prejjiony which are 
6ri!y to be catched from long ha- 
bit, and attentive obfervation. Tho* 
they feem, at firft fight, to be next 
to nothing, yet how much depends 
5^^^^ • ^upon 

very fird gnfwer of the Fugue in the 
overture for Mucius ScyEvoLA, affords an in- 
^anceofthis kind. Geminiani, the ftrideft 
obfervcr of rule, was fo charmed with this di- 
xeft tranfgrefrion of it, that, on hearing its 
-cffeiSl, . he cried out, C^iel femitono (meaning 
the f. fh^irp) vale gn niondo! 

The younger Scarlatti often makes a hap- 
py ufe of thcfe licences., though fotrte think He 
^vfes them too often. It is certain that they 
ought not to be yfed witjiout great caution 
lind judgment. They would hot be tolerated 
hiit for thofe great and ftriking efFefls whicli 
they are foun(J_to pfoducc, wl^ei^ binder tfcc 
^management of a great Mailer. 
^' It" is needlcfs 'to'obferve the^?xa?? analogy 
• J^hich Poetry and Painting bear to Mufic \n 
jPfjgi^ to thefe lij:€nces, to which tlje (lender 
company of great Genius's feem to claim aqt, 
Vitcfufive privilege. . 
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^pon tHem> we may judge from 

the terms in which the Italians 
xifually defcribe them, viz. e quel 
tantimj cbt fa tum. 
- ladeed, from the beft inibrma* 
tiou wixich we can get of the ftate* 
<^ the Art in its dilFerept flages and 
periods, it £bould feem as if no peo* 
pie. eirer attained to fuch exceliencjr 
in Vocal Mufic, or poireiled {q ex- 
tenfive a command over the paf- 
ilons and aiTedions as the Italians.*!* 

The 

t Here I am fcnfibic that I have the Abbe 
Dtf Bos dirtftly sgainft me. So ftrong are 
his prejudioes in &vour ef the Mufic of has 

own nation, that he makes no fcruple of fcc- 
ting Lvtu above all the Italian Maiters. 
VossiUi having declarad bis reaibns for prefer- 
ing the ancient to the modern Mufidans \ 
9iid the Abbe not conccivng aay of cither 
iit CO be compared with his countrymanf d^i 
fires his readers to confider the qucftion in ther 
following view : 

Qu'on ft figwe done quelle compataifoni 
Vossius auroit faitc dc& CANXAXJia, 6c dcs So^ 

MATBS 
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1»l's ftyle, are apt to qonfound this 

NATES des ItalienS, avec les Symphonies & 
ks Recits de Lullu s'iiies tdt comiua, UaC^ 
^'il ^vit k Uvm doDt je parle.'^ 

And might we not afk the Abbe Du Boaj 
what he conceives that the fame learned Cricia 
'V^oiild knf« thought .on this fiibjedt, hid lie 
lived to fee the very elegant and fenfible Littr& 
fm la Mufi^ Franfoife [par J. J. Roufieau^ 
Ckoyen de Geneve] in which it is proved, al- 
moll to a demonftration, as well from the in* 
traftahle genius of the language, as from the 
perverted tafte of the nadon, that the Frendi 
are never likely to have any Mufic which i(n 
impartial and con^etcnt judge of the. Art 
would endure. This is fo tnie, tliit whit 
tolerable in Lulli himfclf, is borrowed from 
thoic very Italians fo lightly valued«. The adt 
vantages, which hedcewAdm his y qwtnftiece 
with CoRELLi, will not be forgot, any more 
than the return which he made him by railing 
nfaftion again&htm^ and driving him from 
Paris. Thefe are no good arguments of the 
greatnefs of his mind, nocwithftacK^g Wi|St 
thought worthy of being exalted to the rank 
of a Statefman and Privy-counfellor. , * 

After 
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that ^flfereinacy.o^ ta(i«^ wHck 
pfQceods from the vaix) atteis^t tftt 
CQma&nd thofe Arong fedin^s of 

die>;A>iil^ witbout g^iivf,: ort^ or 
jyrigaipnr> Tiiey do not oeoiidQr 

the adv^antages, h^.derivcd from lus 
through acquaintance with the 

Italian 



After all that is here infinuated to his difad- 
vantage as a Mu£cian» I am far from, chink* 
iog duK he was destitute Qf .talents, aiidl ld$ 
reaibn is there for believing this of his great 
^cceilbr Monfieur Ram£au. It is the more 
tt> be lamented that fortune Ihould have thrown 
them where the bdl parts which nature could 
beftow would be lure of receiving a wrong 
ImA I HP nell fixMP the imtimard call: of th^ 

language (equally unfit both for Mufic and 
Foetry) as from .the corruption of the nationa^ 
taOe^iD-wliMPiriiJie^ ma^jr 
be afcribed. * • t 
' *Tis mmfi'Mr*. Ap^i^on^ at the end of his 
laft paper upCRi Operas; has not only irindir 
caced, but commended the tafle of. the French 
§0€ MmAc^. 3iit>-m. vsin does the ingenious 
Abbb endeavour to avail himfelf of his author 
rity. For though all men will agree witH 
him that tlie. jdufic of ev;e^. cqyatry .ihould 
3 * * ' , >^ 
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Italian tMafters^ to wkofe dclkMif 
and beautiful melody he added iiir 
deed ftill higher touches of expref^ 
ficiiy at the ^unc-dineditt be uniu' 
ted it with the full iksong hflrnpn/r 
of his owa country* f 

W adapted, as as may be^ to die pronon* 

ciation and accent of its inhabitants •, yet doth 
it by no means follow^ chat the pronuncktion 
and accent of erery people is cqwdly iiiifed 
to the purpofcs of Mufic the unalterable 
principles of which^ nay, thole of Architeilare 
and Painting alfo, he rcfobcs at once into the 
inconftant, arbitrary dccifions of cuftom artd 
caprice. Sec Sped. Vol. L N". 29. p. itu 
12 mo Edit. The cxceUcnce of Mr. ADor*' 
SON both as a man and a writer, hath aJmoll 
5X>nlecrated his miftakes ; and the in^uence of 
his judgment in the prefent cafe is the moit^^ 
be feared, becaufe it is much better known, that 
he had an exceeding fine tafte for the pol^ 
arts in general, than thitt he -had. a Vtty-iln- 
perfcft knowledge of Mufic in particular ; 
yet the poetry in his Opera of Rosamonp is 
as ftrong a proof of this, as- his idea tf *4 
f rench co^ipofitions. 

' t A more particular account of the Ital^aa 
Mufic is given in the beginning of the oblcf»*. 
tions fubjojined to the life^ 
2 



« 
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Wc leit hi^i juft on the {^Aati d( 
iiis removal ^ Italy ; where he ar- 
rived £aoa aftisr the Prince.af, Tuf* 

« » . « 

cfefiy. Fi«oRENe£, n it is natxinil 

to fuppofe^ WM^ his &I^ ,d9S^S»- 
tion ; for he was toa well knowa 
to his Highnefs to need anjr other 
reonmmrndatibns at the court 
tiie.Giaod Duke^ to whole palaM 
he had fiee acceii at all feaTonsy 
sand whofe kindnefs he experienced 
on all occaiions. The fame of his 
afaiKties bad raiied the cuciofity 
^bt Duke aod his courU and rea-^ 
der^ them very iomatieiit to have 
fcise perfornJ«nf h« compos 
fing. With lels experience, and 
fmrer yeai^t to luature his.judg- 
menty he^ had hitherto fucoeededl 
to the uttptdC^.^teitt of his wiflikeii- 
But he was jqow to be: brought to. 
the trial in a ftrapge count^^^ white 
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tlie ft vie was as different from that 
of his own nation, ' tnt manners 
and cuftoms of the Italians are from 
thofe of the Germans. Sendble as 
he was of this difadvantage, his 
aftibition would not fuffer him to 
decline tlie trial to which tie Wiil 
invited^ At the age of eighteen 
he made the Opera of Rodrigo, 
for which he was prefented with 
ICQ fequins, and a fervice of plate* 
This may ferve for a fufficient te-* 
fHlnohy of its favourable reception, 
ViTToRiA, who was much admired 
both as an Adrefs, and a Singer, 
bore a principal part in this Opera, 
She was a fine woman, and had for 
fome lime been itlilth iii the good 
graces of his Serene Highnefs. But, 
from the natural reftlefnefs of cer- 
tain hearts, fo little fenfible was fhe 
6f her' e^f^lted fittfation, tha^ fhe 
conceived" a' dcfign of transferring 

.i^ " her 
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let a^e&ioos to anodicr pcrfoo* 
Hani>£l's youth aiid comdiaels, 
joined with his fame and abilities in 
Mufic, had made iin|ii£fIions on 
iier heart. Tho' had the art 
to conceal them for the preii^t^ 
(he had not perhaps the power, 
certainly not the intention, to ef- 
face dietn* 

♦ 

The nature of his defign in tra- 
ineUing mack it improper for him 
tD>Aa7 Ibngmanf ^cme place. He 
bad flayed near a year at Florence, 
aiad it was his refolutioa to viiit 
every pait of Italy, which was any 
Way fiunoiis for its mufical perform 
ouniGes* VENict was his next re* 
ibrt» ' He was £rft diicovqred there 
at a Mafqueradef, while he was play- 
ing on a harplichord in his vifon 
Scarlatti jiappened to be there, 
and affirmed that it could be no one 

£ a but 



but the famous Saxon^ or the deviL 
Being thus detedled, he was ftrong- 
ly importuned to compofe an Ope- 
ra. But there was fo little profpedt 
of either honour or advantage from 
fuch an undertaking, that he was^ 
very unwilling to engage in it. At 
laftj however, he confented, and in 
three weeks he finifhed his Agrip- 
piNA, which was performed twenty-, 
feven nights fuccellively ; and in a 
theatre which had been fhut up for 
a long time, notwithftanding there 
were two other Opera-houfes open 
at the fame time ; at one of which . 
Gasparini prefided, as Lotti did 
at the other. The audience was fo 
enchanted with this performance, 
that a ftranger who fliould have 
feen the manner in which they were 
alFeded, would have imagined they 

had all been diftraded. 

• ' ■ " . ' 

The 
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The theatre, at almoft every 
pau&y re|pup4ed yvith ibouts and 
acclamations of viva il carg Saffa- 
m 1 and other expreffions of apr 
probfiltioa too extravagant Co be 
imntk>Qed. : They, were thunder- 
|]J^ck .with. th$ graiideur ^nd fub- 
limity of his liile ; for never had 
they known till then all the povv ers 
of. harmony and modulation (m 
clofely auayedi and fo forcibljr 
combined.. 

• » - • • 

This Opera * drew over all the 
beft iitiger^/rom the other houfe$* 
Among the (oremoft of thefe wa*. 
the famous Vittokia, who a little 
before Handel's removal to Ve-' 

E 3 , . nice 

* It leems that French Horns, and other 

wind-iallruments as little known to tl^^ ^i*-^- 
liansy were introduced on t;his occafion. I be- 
lieve they never had heard them before, as ac* 

compaBiments to the voice. 
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nice had obtained permiflion of 
the grand Duke to ling in one of 
the houfes there. At AGRiFPiNii 
her inclinations gave new luilre 
to her talents. Handel feemed 
almofl: as great and majeftic as 
Apollo, and it was far from the 
lady's intention to be cruel and 
obAinate as Daphne.- ' 

ft 

Having mentioned the moft ma-^ 
terial occurrences at Venice^ we 
are now to relate his reception at 
Rome* The fame of his mufical 
atchievements at Florence and at 
Venice had reached that metro- 
polis long before him. His arrival 
therefore was immediately known^ 
and occafioned civil enquiries and 
polite mcflliges from perfons of the 
firft diftindion there. Among his 
greateft admirers was the Cardinal 
Ottoboni, a perfon of a refined 

tafte, 
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tafte, and princely magnificence, 
Befides a fine cblledlion of pi(?lures 
and ftatues, he had a Jarge library 
.•of Mufic, and an excellent band 
of performers, which he kept in 
conftant pay. The illuftrious 
Core LLT ' played the firfl: violin,, 
and had apartments in the Car- 
dinal's palace. It was a cufto-- 
mary thing with his eminence to 
have perfprmances of Operas, Ora- 
torios, and fuch other grand com- 
pofitions, as could from time to 
time be procured. Handel was 
defired to furnifli his quota ; and 
there was always fuch a greatnefs 
and fuperiority in the pieces com- 
pofed by him, as rendered thofe of 
the beft mafters comparatively little 
and infignificant. There was alfo 
fomething in his manner fo very 
(iiflFercnt from what the Italians 
had 'been ufed to, that thofe who 

E 4 "were 
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were feldom or never at a lofs in 
performing any other Mufic, were 
frequently puzzled how to execute 
hiSf .CoRELLi himfelf complained 
of the difficulty he found in play- 
ing his Overtures. Indeed there 
was in the whole caft of thefe com- 
pofitions, but efpecially in the 
opening of them, fuch a degree of 
fire and force, as never could con- 
for? with the mild graces,' and pla- 
cid elegancies of a genius fo totally 
diflimilar. Several fruitlefs at- 
tempts Handel had one day made 
to inftrud him in the manner of 
exetiiuting thefe fpirited paflages. 
Piqued at the tamen^fs with which 
he ftill played thern, he fnatches 
the inftrument out of his hand; 
and, to convince him how little 
he underftood therii, played the 
paflages himfelf. But Gorelli, 
who was a perfon of great modefty 
tivyvi * ^Uvfli:.- find 

• - ^ • -villi 
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and mecknefs, wanted no convic- 
tion of this fort ; for he ingenul 
oufly declared that he did not iin- 
derftand them ; /. e. knew not liow ' 
' to execute them properly, and give 
them the ftrength and expreffion 
they required. When Handej. 
appeared impatient, Ma^ caro Safr 
/one (faid he) quejla Mujtca e ml 
Jlylo Francefe^ di cK to non m inr 

tendo *• 

* 

A little incident relating to Co- 
RELLi, fhews his charadter fo ftrong- 
ly, that I fliall be excufed for re- 
citing it, though foreign to our 
^refent purpofe. He was requefted 
one evening to play, to a large and 
polite company, a fiftp Solo which 

. ' . * he 

^ * The Overture tor II Trionfo del Tem- 
po was that which occafioned Corelli the 
greateft difficulty. At his def^re therefore he 
made a fymphony in the room of it, more in 
ihe Italian ftyle. 

% 
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he had lately com pofed. . Juft 
lie was in' the 



formaace, ibme of tha number km^ 
gm^ to difcourlib tqgether a littb 

uui^afonably ; Cprelli gendy kyt 
down his inftrument. Being afked 
whether any thing was the mi^ttor 
with him? Nothing, he tefdied^ he 
was only afraid tha^ he iQteri;4ipte4 
converfation. The elegant pixy^ 
priety of this filent cenfure, joined 
with his genteel and good-hu* 
moused anfwer, afforded grea. pica- 
fiire, e\rea to the perfons who oc«> 
calioned it. They begged him ^ to 
refume his inftrumertt, afTuring him 
at the fame time, that he nUght dcr 
pend on all the attentioni which 1^ 
occaiioa required, and whichhis mer 
fit ought before to have commanded. 

• * 

■ ■ . 

Hitherto Handbl has chiefly 

been conilderedt if not wholly, in 

the 
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the quality of Compc^n We fiiall 
now Have pccafion tp enter into his 
cfaraAer aa a Haym* ttr Ferlbnmft 
And.ic rauftoot be ^brgol^ that^ 
tfaoi^h he was well acquaiixted 
witli the nature and management 
of the iridiiil; yet his chief pracr 
dce^ aiKi giti^teft - maftery was: on 
the organ and Impiichord* 

• - When he came firft into Italy, 
the mafters in greateft eft«CBi wem 
ALfiiisANDao Scarlatti, GAfiFA-r 
it.iNx, and LoTTi. The ir firft 
of thefe he became acquainted with 
at Cardinal Ottoboni' s. Here 
alfi> he became known to Dqmini-- 
co ScAaLATTi, now living in Spain, 

and author of the celdbrated lef-* 

» 

• * - • ^ 

- ' ^ ' ions* 

t Thii peribn (i. e. the elder Scarlatti) 
ms author of anOpera^entitled, Phincipessa 
FiDBLB, which is ndxmed a chef-d'oeuvre in 

its kind. He alfo made feveral Cantatas very 

highly efteemed by the judges of MuHc. 



■(6o) 

fons. As he was an exquifite player 
on the harpfichord^ the Cardinal 
was refolved to bring him and 
Handel together for a trial of 
Ml. The iffue of the trial on 
the harpfichord hath been diffe- 
rently reported. It has been faid 
that fome gave the preference to 
Scarlatti. However, when they 
came to the Organ there was not the 
leaft pretence for doubting to which 
of them it belonged. Scarlatti 
himfelf declared the fuperiority of 
liis antagonift, ^ and owned ingenu- 
oufly, that till he had heard him 
upon this inftrument, he had no 
conception of its powers. So great- - 
yr was he ftruck with his peculiar 
lethod of playing, that he fol- 
>wed him all over Italy, and was 
^ :ver fo happy as when he was 
' him. 



- Han- 
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: Handel ufcd often to fpeak of 
' this perfon with great fatisfadlion ; 
and indeed there was reafon for it ; 
for befides his great talents as an 
artift, he had the fweeteft temper, 
and the genteeleft behaviour. On 
the other hand, it was mentioned 
but lately by the two Plas [the 
famous Haut-bois] who came from 
•Madrid, that Scarlatti, as oft as 
he was admired for his great exe- 
cution, would mention Handel, 
and crofs himfelf in token of ve- 
neration. 
» 

Though no two perfons ever 
arrived at fuch perfedtion on their 
refpedlive inftruments, yet it is re- 
markable that there was a total 
difference in their manner. The 
charaderiftic excellence . of Scar- 

. LATTI 



LATTi feems to have cbnfifted in A 
certain elegance and delicacy of 
expreflion. Handel had an un-^ 
common brilliancy and command 
of finger : but what diftinguifhed 
him from all other ' players who 
poffeflfed thefe fame qualities, was' 
that amazing fulnefs, force, and 
energy, which he joined with them* 
And this obfervation may be ap* 
plied with as much juftnefs to his 
compofitions, as to his playing. I 

While he was at Rome he was al* 
fo much and often at the palaces of 
the two Cardinals, Colonna, and 
Pamphilii?<1 The latter had fome 
talents for Poetry, and wrote the 
drama of II Trionfo del Tempo^ 
tefides feveral other pieces, which. 
Handel fe? at his defire, fome ih 
the compafs of t 'fingle evenings 
^-^•^-^-^ . ^ and 
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and others extempore. + One of 
thefe was in honour of Handel 
himfelf. He was compared to 
Orpheus, and exalted above the 
rank of mortals. Whether his Emi- 
nence chofe this fubjed as moft 
likely to infpire him with fine con- 
ftptions, or with a view to difcove^ 
how far fo great an Artift was 
proof againft the afiaults of vanity, 
it is not material to determine. 
Haneiel's rtiodefty was not however 

fo exceffive, as to hinder him ttoBi 

1' ■ ^ 

^ * com- 

2 

f The Abbe Du Bos, fpeaking of that ge- 
neral turn for Mufic for which the Italians 
from the higheft to the loweft have ever been 
remarkable, continues thus, — lis f^avent en- 
core chanter leurs amours dans des vers qu'ils 
compofcnt fur le champ, & qu*ils accompag- 
nent du fon de leurs inftruments. lis les tou* 
chent, fi non avec delicateffe, du moins avec 
aflcz de juftefle : c'eft ce qui s*apellc impro-* 



• 




4p 





iUuftrious * 

. At he wai £uniliajr with ib mnf 
g{ thfi Sacred Oicier, and of a pern 
Ikafion fo totally, icpugaant to tkdrs^ 
it is natural to imagine that fome of 
tbem would expoftidate withhim at 
tbatfubiefi. For bow cxnild thei^ 

good cathoUe)^^ he fuppded to beai: 
hun any real regard^ without endea- 
vouring to lead him out of the roadl 
to ifamnation ? Being prefled veryf 
dolely on this artiole bjr one of 
thefe exalted Ecdefiadics, he re- 
plied, that he was neither qualified^ 
nor difpofed to mter into enquinet 
€£ this fottf but was f€fi>lvcd t» 
die a member of that communion, 

whether true or falfe, in which hfr 

was b(vn aad bred* Nq hopes ap% 



V peanog" 

• This exprefllon will not be thought tod 
ftrong by thofe who know what fincere elleem 
uA cotdial regard he attraAod from gertel sf 

the highell diftiD(5tion« 
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pearing of a real converfion^ the 

^^J^.^!^PJ^2[J^?^ to win him over 
to outward conformity. But nei- 
ther arguments, nor offers had any 
effed:, unlefs it were that of con- 
firming him ftill more in the prin- 
ciples of proteftantifm. , ^Thefe ap- 
plications were made only by a few 
perfons. The generality looked up- 
on him as a man of honeft, thoucrli 
miftaken principles, and therefore 
concluded that he would not eafily 
be induced to change them. While 
he was at Rome he made a kind of 
Oratorio entitled, Resurrectione, 
and one hundred and fifty Canta- 
tas, befides Sonatas and other 
Mufic. 

From Rome he removed to 
Naples, where, as.^t^moft other 
places, he had a paiazzo at com—, 
mand, and was provided with table, 
coach, and all other accommoda- 

.1 F , tions.- 



tions. Whiie be was at tlus cap*' 
tal, he made Aqs and Galatba, 
"the words Italian, and the Mufic dif- 
ferent from ours, it ivat dunpofisd 
at diefequcft of Donna LAtntA, 
whei^ a Portugueze or a SpaoUk 
PtnoceTs, I will not be certain. But ' 
the pomp and magnificence of thi$ 
lady <hould feern to fpeak ^W'-of 

ftded, and Koumdtd- v^ik a ftilt 

f 

Vf9 wKf fBK& licvn wiMl Iw bp 
iince .pi(<Qd«cc4 the h^m 
other fubjgdt*. ujidjer ^ t^ 
advantages of a langua^ foil; 
and fonorous, and of Dramas con- 
ftru^d without act or judgoMaCy 
prder or coa£ift«acj, 

Whik he wai a« Napfe» h« 
«dfcd invitatim &ai» rooft of th^ 

I 
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principal perfons who lived within 
Teach of that capital ; and lucky 
was he eftcemed, who could engage 
him fooneft, and detain him longeft. 
After he quitted Naples, he made 
a fecond vifit to Florence, Rome, 
"and Venice. Meeting with many 
of his friends, he made fome ftay 
at each of thofe places. The whole 
time of his abode in Italy was fii 
years. During this interval he had 
made abundance of Mufic, and 
fome in almoft every fpecies of 
compofition, Thefe early fruits of 
his ftudies would doubtlefs be Vaft 
curiofities could they now be met 
with. The lovers of the art would 
regard them with fomething of the 
fame veneration, which the Literati 
would pay to the precious remains 
of a LivY, a C^sar, or a Taci- 
tus 1 Indeed the few fragments of 
thofe pieces which have «omc to 

F 2 o\ir 
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6m hands, ferve only to increafe 
our concern for the parts which 
t^ye ,pcriflicd. And when the 
.Reader . informed, that the two 
ffirft Mdvements of Handel's fe- 
^venth Suite in the ift Voh of his 
^Leflbns formerly flood for the 
pverjure in hi§ famous Opera of 
-Agrippi'na ; he will be lefs fur- 
|)rifed at the extravagant admira- 
Jtion of' a Venetian audience, than 
iat this effort of his genius before he 
!was well^ nineteen. From fuch a 
fpccimen,*he vvill form fomejudg- 
Jtient of the work itfelf: he will 
i>g .the more anxious for his other 
juvenile produftions, (bme of which 
;ire probably loft, apd the reft only 
Jo be met with among the few Vir- 
tuofi, whofe enthuliaflic veneration 
for all that is truly great and excel- 
lent, in its kind, hath acquired them 
that Jj^ki. afid of whom it, is diffi- 
' S « ^^^^^ 
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cult to fay, whether they are more; 
adtive and indefatigable in the 
fearch of fuch treafure, or more 
careful and vigilant in the guard- 
ing of it. 

,^Handel having now been long 
enough in Italy effedually to an-, 
fwer the purpofe of his going thi- 
ther, began to think of returning 
to his native country. Not that 
he intended this to be the end of 
his travels ; for his curiofity' was. 
not yet allay 'd, nor likely to be fo 
while there was any muiical court 
which he had not feen. Hanover 
was the firft he flopped at. Step- 
FANi was there, and had met with 
favour and encouragement equal, 
if polTible, to his lingular defert. 
This perfon (whofe charader is ele- ^ 
gantly fketched by a lover of his 
Art and friend to his memory) he 
^ F 3 had 



( 7^ } • . 
had feen at Venice, the place'^SFlfe? 

nativity. Such an acquaintance he 
was glad to renew : for Steffani's 
compofitions were excellent ; his 
temper was exceedingly amiable ;^ 
and his behaviour polite and gen- 
teel. Thofe who are inclined to 
fee a fuller account of him, may 
confult thofe Memoirs of his Life, 
confifting InJ^eJ^of" a very few 
pages, but fufficient to do him 
great honour. Wc fhall foon have 
occafion to mention him again, and 
therefore (hall only add at prefent, 
that he was Mafter of the Chapel to 
his late Majesty, when he wa^ 
only Eledor of Hanover. This 
was an office and title highly cre- 
ditable there, tho' far inferior to 
thofe which he afterwards bore. 

At Hanover there was alfo ^ 
Nobleman who had taken great no- 

. - tice 
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tice of Handel in Italy, and who 
did him great fervice (as will ap- 
pear foon) when he came to Eng- 
land for the fecond time. This 
pfetfon was Baron Kilmanseck. 
He introduced him at court, and 
fo well recommended him to his 
Eledoral Highnefs, that he imme- 
diately offered him a penfiion of 
1500 Crowns per annum as an in- 
ducement to flay. Tho' fuch an 
offer from a Prince of his charader 
Was not to be negleded, Handel 
loved liberty too well to accept it 
haflily, and without refer ve. He 
told the Baron how much he owed 
to his kind and effedual recom- 
mendation, as well as to his High- 
neft's goodnefs and gfenerdfity. But 
he alfo expreffed his apprehenfions 
that the favour intended him would 

hardly be confiftent cither with the 
pfOlliife he had adually made to vi- 

' F 4 fit 
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fit the court of the Eledor Pala- 
tine, or with the refolution he had^ 
long taken topafs over into England, 
for the fake of feeing that of Lon- 
don. f. Upon this objedtion, the 
Baron confulted bis Highnefs's plea- 
fure, and Handel was then ac* 
quainted, that neither his promife 
nor his refolution fliould be fu- 
perfeded by his acceptance of the 
penfion propofed. • He had leave 
to be abfent for a twelve-month or 
more, if he chofe it ; and to go 
whitherfoever he pleafed. On thefe 
eafy conditions he thankfully ac* 
cepted it. ji/r- - ' 

r . . , 

To this handfome penfion the 

plac^ofChapel-mafter wasfoon after 

added, on the voluntary refignation 
t r. mrri o./»>noTnr ^" of 

•\ It feems he had received ftrong invitations 
tQ England from the Duke of Manchefter. 

« 
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of Steffani. He thought fuch 
' an office not perfedly confiftent with 

i 4 4.-* 

the high titles of Bifliop and Am- 
baflador, with which he was now 
invefted. And he was glad of this, 
or any other opportunity of oblig- 
ing Handel. Notwithftanding the 
new favour conferred upon him, he, 
was ftill in pofTeffion of the privi- 
lege before allowed him, to perform 
his engagements, and purfue his 
• travels. He confidered it as his 
firft and principal engagement to 

pay a yifit to his Mother at Hall.. 
Her extreme old-age, and total 
• blindnefs, tho' they promifed him but 
' a melancholy interview, rendered 
this inftance of his duty and regard 
the more neceffary. When he had 
' paid his refpeds to his relations and 
friends (among whom his old Ma- 
tter Zackaw was by no means for- , 

got) 



got)\cYet out forDussELOoRP. The* 
£ledor Palatine was much pleafed* 
with the punftual performance o^ 
his promife, but as much difap- 
pointed to find that he was enga- 
ged elfewhere. At parting he made 
hink a prefent of a fine fet of 
wrought plate for a defer t, and in 
fuch a manner as added greatly to 
its value. 

From Duffeldorp he made the 
beft of his way through Holland 
and embarqued for England. It 
was in the winter of the year 1 7 rc, 
when he arrived at London, one of 
the moft memorable years of that 
longeft, but moft profperous war 
(next to the prefent) which Eng- 
land had ever waged with a foreign 
power. For during this period 

• fcarce a mail arrived from Holland, ' 
...w which. 
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which did not bring fome frefli ac- 
count of viiftories or advantages 
gained by the Englifli Hero over 
the armies of a Monarch, but lately 
the terror of Europe, tho' now the 
fcorn of every Dutch Burgomafter, 
Nothing indeed feemed wanting to 
compleat the national felicity, but 
a perfon capable of charming down, 
by the magic of his melody, that 
evil fpirit of faftion and party, 
which fortune feems, at this time, 
to have conjured up, as it were in 
pure pity to her former favourite, 
the afflid:ed Lewis I But Handel, 
great as he was, could not do for 
England, what David did for Saul.* 
The fame fpirit which had fo often 
appeared in the courfe of the war/ 
prefided at the congrefs for peace. 
The Mufiic which Han pel compo-' 

fed on the completion of it, will 

be 



' . . ?( 76 ) 

be mentioned elfcwhere. In the 
mean time, it may not be amifs to 
fay a word or two on the ftate of 
Mufic at this his firft coming into 
England. r 

► 

Excepting a few good compofl- 
tions in the church ftyle, and of a 
very old date, I am afraid there 
was little to boaft of, which we 
could call our own. At this time 
Operas were a fort of new acquain- 
tance, but began to be eftabliflied 
in the affedions of the Nobility, 
many of whom had heard and ad-, 
mired performances of this kind ia 
the country which gave them birth. 
But the condudt of them here, /. e. 
all that regards the drama, or plan, 
including alfo the machinery, fcenes^j^ 
and decorations, was foolifli and ab- 
furd almoft beyond imagination. 

The 
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The laft Pope but one was fo ex-| 
ceedingly entertained with Mr. Ad-? 
dison's humourous account of this 
curious management, that on read-; 
ing his papers relating to it, he 
laughed till he (hook his fides. Mr. 
Addison feems, a little unfairly, to 
impute this vitiated tafte to the 
growing fondnefs for every thing 
that was Italian. It is far from' 
raipoflible, that the Manager might- 
have found this tafte eftabliflied 
here, and have been - obliged to 
conform to it. Who or what thd 
Compofers were, we are not in- 
formed j nor is it very material to' 
enquire.* For, from the account of 
the commencement of the Italian^ 
Opera here, as we find it in the 1 8 th' 
of the Spectator, it is plain,' 
. that, what with the confufion of 
languages, and the tranfpofition of 
-iiji paffions 



I 
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paflions and fendments owing to 
that caufe, the bcft Compofer could • 
hardly be diftinguifhed from the 
worft The arrival of Handel 
put an end to this reign of non- 
fenfe. ^0'' 

^ The report of his uncommon abi- 
lities had been conveyed to England 
before his arrival, and through vari- 
ous channels. Some perfons here 
had feen him in Italy, and others 
during his refid?nce at Hanover. 
He was foon introduced at Courts 
and honoured with marks of thd 
Queen's favour. Many of the no-^ 
bility were impatient for an Opera 
9i compofing. To gratify thia 
eagernefs, Rinaldo, the firft ho 
made in England, was finiflied in 
a .fortnight's time. The words of 
the Opera are by Rossi> the firfli 
Jim I • fen- 
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fentence of whofe preface i$ quoted 
hy the Spedatar. This contams a 
fort of panegyric on Bis own poe^ 
try, lot which howiever lie has 
fooa after the mpdeily to make 
an apology. .As it is foijaewhat 
curious, I fliaU prelent the reader 
With a little ibecimen of it. 

GradHci, ti prego, difcrettcf 
lettorei quefta mia rapida fatica, e 
ie non merita le tue lodi^ almcno 
Hon privarla del tuo compatimea- 
to, chi diro piu tofto guiftizia per 
tin tempo cosi riftretto : poiche ii 
8i^er Hendel, Orfeo del noftro 
iccoloi nel porla in Muiica, a pe- 
na mi diede tempo di fcrivere ; e 
viddi, con mio grande ftyporci ia 
due fole iettimahe armohizata al 
maggidr grado di perfezzione un 
Opera intipra/'' 

n 
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The fubjedl-matter of this Opera 
was furnifhed to Rossi by the 
late Mr. Aaron Hill, who alfo 
gave the publick an Englifli ver- 
fion of it. We learn from his pre- 
face, that at this time |he Thea^^ 
tre at the Hay -Market was under 
his direction. And it appears from 
the account of his life prefixed to 
the laft edition of his dramatic 
works, that the year before he was 
manager of that at Drury-Lane. 
The charafter of this perfon feems 
to have been almoft as fingular as 
his adventures. Born of a good fa- 
mily, and endowed with fome natu- 
ral talents, he might perhaps have 
arrived at that eminence to which 
he afpired, could he have confined 
himfelf to any fingle purfuit. But 
he was one of thofe adlive and 
enterprifing fpirits, that attempt. 

every thing, and, for want of dif- 
^ ' ^ ' 7 cerning 



tuning their proper province^ 
bring nothing to perfedibn. Htf 
travelled much, read much, and 
Wffote much ; and all, as It (houkl 
fciHi^ to vary little purpoie. J[iii 
^ntini^ aoquaiatance with the 
ifioft eminent perioni pi an age 
fo fruitful in beaux Efprits^ ia- 

Hamed his liatUral ardour to diftin^ 
jgui£h hitnfelf in the ieties Littren 
He fancied that he was deftined 
to be a great Foet^ and the high 
bompliments he received from onq 
who was really fuch, confirmed 
him in that error. Whether this 
doth not create ibme doubt of that ' 
Sincerity and plain -dealing, oa 
Which Mr. Pop£ piqued himf^if £i 
much, I leave to be determined 
by thofe, who underftand the mo- 
tiv6l oh whith ht aded. His no^ 
ble friend had been equally laviih 
in his praifes of Mr. Hill, ah<i 

G the 
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the grounds of Mr. Pope's quar- 
rel with both, or rather, of their 
quarrel with him, were juft the 
fame. When he found it neceffarjr 
to be more temperate in his com- 
mendations, this honeft referve was 
called ill treatment. Among au- 
thors there is nothing fo common 
as thefe efFeds of extravagant, or 
ill-placed approbationr ^ 

I From Poetry to Mufic the paf- 
fage was*" natural arid eafy. But 
from compofing Dramas to be fet, 
to the extracting oil from Beech- 
nuts, was a tranfition quite pecu- 
liar to fuch a verfatile genius as 
Mr. HiLL.^ The connexion be- 
twixt the orcheftra and the alembic 
it is difHcult to difcover. 1 

To return to our account of Ri- 
:s At DO. In this Opera the famous 

Ni- 
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NicoLiNi fung. Its fuccefs wi^ very 
great, and his engagements at 
aover the fut^ed: of much coneera 
with the lovers of Muik.. For 
when he could return to Eng* 
iandj or whether he could at 

all^ was j€t very uncenaixi. His 
ikying wa^ thought as ^ .exttaof-^ 
dinary as his Muiic. Oiie of the 
principal performers here uied to 
fpeak of it with aftonifhrnent^ 
. as far traflfcending that^ of any ' 
perfbii he had evet kadwA) and ai 
quite peculiar to himfelf. Aaotk^fi 
who had afieded to diibelieve thd 
reports of his abilities before he 
came, was heard to fay, from a too 
great dortfidence in his own, " Let 
him home 1 We'll Handle hifflj 
I warrant ye There would 
be no eXcuie for recording fo pocMf 
a pun, if any words could be 
founds capable of conveying the 
" ' G 2 cha- 



cbarafier oF the fpeakei with equal 
force and clearnefs. But the mo< 
ment he heard Hanx>ei^ on the 
orgao, this great man ib his own 
eye ihrunk into nothing. 

He had now been a full twelve- 
month in England^ and it was time 
fx him. to think of returniiig to 
HaooYer. When he took leave of 
the Queen at her court, and ex- 
preiled his ienifc of the &voui» 
conferred on him^ her Majefty 
Wa» pleafed to add to them by 
large preients^ and to intimate her 
defire of feeing him agaiur Not 
a little Mattered with fuch mark$ 
of aj^rob^ion hom fo iUuftrioo^ 
a peribnagC) he promifed to re^ 
turn, the oiqment he couki ohtl^n 
permiffion from the Prince,; in 
whoie iervice he was retained. 

S- 
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Soon after fais return to Haoo^ 
ver he made twelve chamber Du** 
iHttm for the pr^i^lice of the late 
45ueen, tbea clefioral Priucp^t 

The ckanaer of tbefe is wctt 
knowa to the judges m M^Sfu 
The words kg them were watfiev^ 
h}r die Ablate Maujup Ho&T£NMi3^ 
mho had not difdained on other 
eccailoqs Co jmiioi&er to the 
of bwAouy. . 

. &ride$ thde Duettos (a %cie| 
of oompolkioa of whichi the Prin? 
oefe and court were particularly 
fend) he compofed variety of other 
things fbf V( oktB and inftniBienti. 

Towards the eijid 6f the ycair 
171 2^ he obtained leave of the 
Eledor to make a fecond viut to 
Sagland, <ai mndMoa that HI en^ 

'G 3 • f gaged 
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gaged to return within a reafonable 

^ It was not many months after 
hij arrival at London that the 
^dce of Utrecht was brought to 
^'dMclift^on. Bach year this 
«ciemorabie reign had been ib 
crowded with heroic atchieve-^ 
ments and grand events, that the 
poets and painters of our ifland 
ieem to have funk, i^s it were, 
tinder the load of matter, which 
kad ^ea heaped upon them. And 
had our mufkians been thought 
^qual to the tafk, a foreigner would 
hardly have been applied to for the 
fong of *lriiii»ph «id thankfgiving, 
which was now wanted. The il- 
luftrious family which had taken 
Handel into its patronage^ had t 
not : only been «dteply concerned, 
bqt fii^hly diifbailifhod^ in thQ. 
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cpurie the war. The military 

talents^ and perfbnal -bravdry of its 
members had contributed to its 
pfo^erous iffue. And not only 
the auguft houfe of Haaover, but 
moft of the proteftant Princes of 
the country to which he was in- 
debted for his birth and education^ 
had concurred in the rcdudion of 
that overgrown j>ower, which long 
had rnenaced their religion and 
liberty^ Thefe circumftances pro^ 
duoed that particular fort of inter** 
S&, and attachment, whichy wh^H 
joined to the dignity &nd import 
tance of a fubjcd, dilpofc an ar- 
tift to the utmoft exertion of his 
[fQwer«« No performance can be 
thoroughly excellent, unlefs it i^ 
(wrought con (imore^ ^as the Itali<-« 
ans expref$ it. . Handel, it mvft 
be owned J had all thefe advan- 
tages^ And % iH nof too #iuch, 

^ G4 • ♦'perhaps 
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perhaps it is top little to fay, that 
the work was anlwenbk' to thcmt 
But let the grand^ Te Dstjm ana 
Jubilate fpeak for themie}vesl 

Our buiincis is not to pUy the pa-^ 
tiegyrift, but the hiftorian. 

The great char a&er of the Ope^ 

ras which Handel had made in 
Italy and Germany, and the rcfllem- 
brance of Rinaldo joined with 
the poor proceedmgs at the Hay^ 
market, made the nobility very 
dcurous that he might a^dn 
employed in compofing for that 
theatre. To their applications hef 
Majefty was pleaifed to add lb* 
weight of her own authority; and, 
as a teftimony of her regard to hii 
merit, fettled upon him a peniioii 

for lif? of 309 /, per jimum^ 
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This ad q£ the royal bomiltf 
* was th^ more extraordinary^ as hi» 
^eigo eoi^emeau were not mt 
hnowa. 

Of thie feverai Operas whidi lif 
made during this period fome ac- 
CQuat will be given in another 
place* The time had again elapfed 
to which the kavte he had ob» 
taioedi could in reafoa he extend^ 
edi» B\xt whether he was afraid of 
repa/Gng the iea, or whether he 
had coatraded aa a&dioa for the 
4ktc£ the l^odhewas in; fo it 
wsas^^t the prostiie be had given 
at his conung away^ had fome^ 
}^w ilipt oiU of his memory. 

On the death of the Queen ill 
1 7 1 4, his la^e Majefty came over. 
HAtfDfiL, coafcioufi how ill he had 
(is^irved at tk^ h^ods of his gra^ 
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* 

clous patrcm^ now invited to the 
diroAe of ^ thefe kingdoms hy all 
the friends « of our happy and firee 
conilitution^ did not dare to £hew 
himfelf at court. To account for 
his delay in retuining to his office, 
was no eafy matter. To make art 
excufe for the noti-performance of 
liis promiie, was impoilible. Froitl 
this ugly Situation he was foon 
lieved by better luck than perhaps 
he deferved. It happened that his 
noble friend Baron Kilmanfeck was 
kere. He, with ibme others among 
the nobility, contrived a method for 
ireinftating him in the favour of his 
Majeftyj the clemency of whofe 
nature was foon experienced by 
greater perlbns on a much more 
trying occafion* 

V m 

The King was perfuaded to form 
a party on the water. Handel 

was 
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was apprifed of the defign, and ad-- 
vifed to prepare feme Mufiic for 
that occafion. It was performed 
and conducted by himfelfi unknown 
to his Maje%9 whofe pleafure oa 
hearing it was equal to his furpriie. 
He wa» impatient to know wlioie 
it WBSy andi how this enteitain^ 
ment came to be provided without 
l)is knowledge. The Baron then 
' produced the delinquent, and afk* 
ed leave to prefent him to his Ma* 
jeily, as one that was too con&ious 
of his fault to attempt an excuie 
for it ; but iiQcerely de£rous to at^ 
tone for the fame by all poiUble 
demonftrations of duty, fubmillion, 
and gratitude, could he but hope 
that his Majefty^ in his great good-* 
neis, would be pleafed .to accept 
them. This interceflion was ac-r 
cepted without any difficulty. Han-* 

|)rsL w^ fcftpred to ^vouT) and his 

Muiic 
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Mufic honoured with the highefl: 
expreflions of the royal approba- 
tion. As a token of it, the King 
was pleafed to add a penfion for 
Jiie of 200 /. a year to that which 
Qiieen Anne had before given him. 
Some years after, when he was em- 
ployed to teach the young Priii^ 

teffes, another penfion of the fame 
value was added to the former by 
her lat€ Majefty. * ^ 

♦ .la the year 17 15, he made the 
Opera of Amapige, as appears 
from the lift annexed. I cannot 
find that he was employed in mak- 
ing any others between this time 
and tlie year 1720, excepting thofe 
of Teseo and Pastor Fido : for 
tho' they have no dates to inform 
us with certainty when they were 
compofcd, they are known to have 
been among his earlieft produ(9:ions 

of 
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e( this kind, an4 nraft have hcea 
performed in fome part <^ the in- 
terval above-mentioned. 

During the three firft year$ of 
it, he was chiefly, if not conftant- 
I7, at the Earl of Burlinoton^s# 
The charader of this nobleman^ 
as a Icholar and virtuofo, k uni- 
verfally known. As Mr. PopEt 
was very intimate with his Lord-^ 
ihip, it frequently happened thai 
he and Handel were together 
at his table. After the latter had 
played fome of the fineft things he^ 
ever compofed, Mr. Pope * de- 

claredy 

^ * 

• The Poet one day aikcd his friend Dr. 
AMiTTHiiDTt of whole kftowkdge to Mufic 

be had a high idea, What was his real opinion 
in regard to Handel as a Matter of that Sci- 
ttmi The Do&)f immeduitely r€plied^>«Coi^ 
tfeive the higheft that you can of his abilities, 
and they are much beyond any thing that yoa 
ian GonceirTer ^ 
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daredy that they gave him no Ibri 
of plcafure ; that his oars wfere of' 
that untoward make, and reprobate 
caft^ as to receive his Mufic, which 
be \vas periiiaded was the beft that 
could be, with as much indLSer-^ 
ence as the airs of a €ommoQ bal- 
lad. A person, of his excellent un-^ 
derftanding, it is hard to fufped of 
a£Fe6ation« And yet it is as hard to 
conceive^ haw aa ear fo perfect/ 
attentive to all the delicacies of 
rhythm and poetical number^ fiiould 
be totally infenfible to the charms 
o£mu£cal iouads* An attentive- 
nefs toO| which was .as difcernible 
in his manner of reading, as it is - 
in his method of writing. But 
perhaps the extravagant and inju- 
dicious prailes, which the paiiio^ 
nate admirers of the Art are apt to 
beftow on fuch occafions, ^ might 
provoke one of his fatyric turn ttt 
X cxpre& 
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cJtpiefs liimfelf more ftrongly thaa 
he would otherwife - have * donei 
Perhaps too, a Genhit {o fond of 
Mxpkring charaders, and fb; emi*^ 
nently fkilled in drawing them^ 
might think fuch an Artift as ^anj- 
BBL a proper iubjed for^ experi- 
ments in this way. , The greateil • 
talents are often accompanied with 
the greateft weaknciles. But the 
Bard was much deceived if he ima- 
gined him weak enough to be mor-^ 
ttfied by a declaration, which, 
whether real or pretended, defer** 
Ycd not the leaft regard. Handsi* 
minded it juft as much as Pope 
would have done a like afiurance 
from him with refped: to Poems, 
which all the world befldes have 
agreed t» admiie. 

" The remaining t^wo years he 
ipent at Cannons> a place which 

was 
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thea ia all its g^ory, but. ire* 
jnarkable for having much mor* 
of ait than nature, and much toott 
toft than art. Qi die Mufic h» 
inade /or the Chapel there, fiam* 
flusbouilt will . be g^ven in ano- 
ther place. Whether tiANDEL was 
ifTovided as a mere implement of 
grandeur, or chofen fromi motwes 
of a fuperior kind, k ia not for m 
ta deternune* This one may veal- 
tore to aiiert, iiaf. the having fuch 
a Compoferj was an inftance of 
real magaiEcencej fuch as nb ptv- 
vate peifon, or fubjed; riay^ fuch 
as no prince or potentate on the 
«ardi could at tliat time pretend 



During the laft year of h& refia 
dence at Gannons, a projea vras 
foi'med by the NobiUty for ereding 
an. academy af the Haymarket 

The 
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The intention of this mufical Soci- 
ety, was to fecure to themfelves a 
conftant fupply of Operas to be 
compofed by Handbl, and per- 
formed under his diredion. For 
tjm end a fubicription was fet on 
foot : and as his late Majelly waS; 
pkafed to let his name appear at 
head of it, the Society was dig- 
nified with the title of the Royal 
.^cademy* The fum fubfcribed 
beii^g very large, -f it ,was intended 
to continue for fourteen years cer- 
tain. But as yet it was in its em- 
brio-ftate,, being not fully formed 
till a year or two after. ^ . 

» 

Handel therefore, after he quit- 
ted his employment at Cannons, 
was adnfed to go over to Dresden 
in queft of Singers. Here he en- 

H g^g^^ 

t The King fubfcribed loooL and the N(> 
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gaged Senesino and Duristanti, 
whom he brought over with him. 
to England. 

At this time Buononcini and 
Attilio compofed for the Opera^ 
and had a ftrong party in their fa- 
vour. Great reafon they faw to 
be jealous of fuch a rival as Han- 
del, and all the intereft they had 
was employed to decry his Mufic, 
and hinder him from coming to 
the Hay market : but thefe attempts 
were defeated by the powerful aflb- 
ciation above-mentioned, at whofe 
defire he had juft been to Drefden 
" for Singers. 

In the year 1720, he obtained 
leave to perform his Opera of Ra- 
da MIS TO. If perfons who are now 
living, and who were prefent at 
that performance may be credited, 

. . the 
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the applaule it leceived was almoft 
^ pxtfayaj^t .a? ids Agrippina 

# • • 

i^ults of the lioufe at V(^ice j^OlP 

^^dly «5(jual to thofe a,t Lov- 
^QN» Ii^ ib fpleadid and fk* 
il^iojMb}^ aj^ ailcjoibly of lidt^s {tQ 
tlie ejfcellpr]^ce of tljeir tafte wp 
jjiuft impute it) there \yag qo fha- 

dipw pf fprm, pr cercnjipo^, fcarce 
in^^^ appearance of order or 
regul^i}:^, pQlit^nefs or d^c^ncy. 
^^)> whp lia4 forc'd their way 
into the houfe with an impetuo,-* 
^ty \?nt ill fuited to their rank aod * 
^x, AdualJ^ , fajntpd through tlje 
^e^v:e beat and cloTenei^ of it. 
^yei:al gentlenifsa were tiy:i>e4 
ll^aql^ who had jo£Fered iorty fhiLr 
l^gs for a feat in the gallery, after 
leaving delpaired of gptting any m 

ii?j)it or hoxfs. 
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But, it may be thought, that^ 
the i^reat excellence of Senesino, 
both as to voice and adtion, might 
have a confiderable fliare in the 
v^onderful imprcffions ni ade upon 
the audience. For, by virtue 
great advantages in the reprefenta- 
tion, many performances of little 
or no value, have not only palled^ 
but been well received. — To the 
ladies efpecially , the merits of 
NEsiNo would be much more ob- 
vious,. than thofe of Handel.— 
Peiliaps they^ woilld. That ^?// 
depended on the Compofcr, I 
am as far from averting, as I am 
from beheving that any other 
perfon could have (hewn fuch a 
•finger to equal advantage, * Let 
any impartial and competent judge 
confider, whether it is likely that? 
the whole' mufical world could 

" *"i have 
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have afforded a cpmpofer bejfide!^ 
hiinfclf, "^capable of furnifliiDg Se^ 
KSSiNo with fuch a Jong, as that 
of Ombra Caxa in the very Oper^ 
before us^ . . . : 

\ The great fuccefs of it 'matured 
the proje6k before concerted foe 
eflabliihing an academy. For it 
could not be efie^^ed at once, as 
a confiderable number .of great per- 
Ions liad been inftrumental in 
bringing over Buononcini and At- 
TiLio. And thefe foreigners they 
were the more unwilling; to aban« 
don, becaufe they really had abiiicies 
in their profeflion. Perhaps the con- 
tefts ran as higlx on both fides, as if 
the obje<a of them had been much 
more important. . Yet I cannot 
rfgtee with fome, who think therii 
of no importance, and treat theni 
as ridiculous. Thofe who thought 

. H 3 their 
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their honour eqgagpd to fupporii 
the old Coxtipofefs; who really 
preferred them fco Handel j to 
ikflci^ that it was a dtf^ of hw^ 
xnanity, or an ad: of injuftiee td 
difcard them, not becaufe they 
were imfit for tlieir oiEce^ but 
becaiifc another foreigher was com^i 
who was thought to be fitto j ^ 
liad furely a right to intereft tbeiBr 
ielires warmly in their defence^ at 
ft time when they were fo much ift 
want of affiftance. 

And thofe^ on the other hand^ 
might asreafonably join in oppofing 
them, who were firmly convin- 
.ced of Handel's great fuperiorky j 
and who thought it for the honour 
of the nation to inlift in its f€i'i4ee 
the moft eminent artifts* The aid 
ones, in their epinioa,. had no 
ri^ht CO complain of any preference 
3 given 
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given to anotho*^ provided they 
were duly paid for the time thejr 
bad been engaged. Wiien difputes 
ore c^ried on with any heat or 
violietkcei it is ufually taken for 
granted, tliat both fides are in the 
wrong* But theie qualities ib dii^ 
agreeable in their c^peration^ are 
often ialutary in their ciFeds. Ill 
as things may fcem to be managed 
with them, it is poflible they might 
be managed worfe without them. 
For thde eager enquiries, and warm . 
debates concerning what is £tteil 
to be chofea and pr^erred, lead 
us to the knowledge of what is 

beft and moil perfed: in the kin4- 
By lighting up the flame of emu- 
iation in the breads of contending 
arciftsi they contribute to tlie ad>- 
vanceuient of the art. Deftroy 
thefe woi kings of pafEon^ and 

H 4 ^» 



there is an end of patriots, poets^ 
'and virtuofos. ''-^ 

' Perhaps therefore the ules of 
quarrelling may compenfate for alL 
'its* inconveniences. But if not, 
the art of quarrelling, without 
lofing one's temper, is, I fear, too! 
^difficult for even courts to teach 
or pradife.— But I wander from 
-my fubjed:. ^ ^ 

- f • • 
Such then was the ftate of thinnjs 

"In^the year 1726^ at the time Ra- 
iJAWisTo was performed. The 
fucceeding winter brought this 
mufical difcrder to its crifis. In 
order to terminate all matters in 
controverfy, it was agreed to put 
them on this fair iffue. The fe- 
veral parties concerned were to be 
jointly employed in making an 
Opera^ in whicji each of them was 

3 ' ' to 
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to t^c a diftinft ad. And he, 
'<Wii:M>y the general fuffrage, (hould 
be allcMved .tor have given the he& 
proofs of his abilities lyas to, be 
put in|o ^poffeffion of thp hbufei 
The propofal was accepted, whe- 

fw!g]»bl&. to ' rac ' M of 
Handel^s friends. His ad was 
thie laft, aq^d the fuperiority of it 
f^' -viery^feihifeft, that there was 
ifer-the-^ pretyiict! for any ftit^ 
tlio:^ doubts or difputee. £hould 
hmi dientioned, .that as each made 
an overture, as well as an adl, the 
afFair feemed to be decided even 

t^^ito:?^^ which* H ANi 
iiWt'a began. The name of th^ 
Opera wa$ Myzio Sci% vol a 

' . * For farther particulars.!^ the overture in 
4^is Ppera, iee the note to page 44. 
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The academy being now firmly 
tftabliflied, and Hand&l appointed 
Compoler to it^ all tbiag^ went on 
profperouily fgr ja courfe of between 
nine and ten years. And this may 
juftly be c^ied t;h€ period of mu- 
fical' glory, whetlier we confider 
the performances or the performer,, 
xnoit certainly not to be furpail^ 
if equalledi in any age or couatryt 
The names and dates of the Operas 
€}diibited within this memorable 
interval, may be ^nnd in their re« 
gul^r feries by turning to the cata^ 
logue* And fome brief and ge- 
neral account of their charadcr is 
giv^n in the oUervations at the end 
of it. 

The perfed authority which 
Handel maintained over the fingers 
«nd the band^ or rather the total 

fub- 
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fttbjedton in which he held thefn^ 
was of more coaiequcnce thau caa 
well be imagined. It was the 
thief means erf prcfcrvio^ that or* 
itx tind dccotumi that union and 
ttaciquilli^^ which feldom are feitnd 
to fubi^ for any long ccmtinuance 
m mutical Societies. Indeed, aii 
Societies^ like the animal bodj^ 
£ttta til taxt^ in their very frame 
and lbkri<2) ths ieedl of theit owft 
fiiliblatidn. Thii happens iboner 
ot later, only as thofe are forward-^ 
fed or retarded by diflferent caufes* 

8sffB«tNo, who, frdrn hk firft 
appearanceii had taken deep root| 
and had long been growing in th« 
afFedions of thofe, whofe right to 
dmbinioii the tnoft civilized nati- 
ons have ever acknowledged, be* 
gan to feel hifs ftrengch and impor^- 
tance. fie felt them io much, that 

what 
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what he Had hitherto regarded ai 
legal government, now appeared to 
him in the light of downright ty* 
ranny. Handel, perceiving that 
he was grown lefs tradable and ob- 
iequious, refolved to fybdue theie 
Italian humpurs^ not by lenitives, 
but iharp corrofives* ' To manage 
Jiim he difdaii^ed ; to contioul him 
.with a h^h-^hand, he in vaii) atr 
tempted*: The one : was perfaOljr 
refra&ory^ the other was equally 
outrageous. In fhort, matters had 
proceeded fo far, that there were no 
hopes of an accommodation. The 
merits of the quarrel I know no- 
thing of. Whatever they were^. 
the Nobility would not cohfent to 
his defign of parting with Sen e-^ 
siNo, and Handel was determined 
to have no farther concerns with 

him. Faustina and .Cuzzoni^ 
as if feized with the coatagipn of 

' ^ difcordy 
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difcord, ftarted queftions of fiipe-' 
riority, and urged their refpedive^ 
claims to it with an eagernefs and 
acrimony, which occafioned a to- 
tal dif^union betwixt therfl. {^M^^^ 

\,r '' — ' ' 
And thus the Academy, after it 

Bad continued in the moft flourifli- 
ing ftate for upwards of nine years, 

was at once diflblved. ^' ' ' 

* .... 
•- * ■■- . . ^ ■ ' ^ 

The late Laureat, who, now and 
then, has fome ftrokes of humour, 
(for dulnefs too hath its lucid inter-' 
vals) diverts himfelf much on the 
fubjeft of thefe mufical frays. The 
unlucky eiFeds of them at the mar- 
riage of the late Duke of Parma, 
• he dcfcribes with that pert kind of 
plealantry, that native gaillardife 
which attended him through life. 
The fondnefs for Italian Singers,' 
he thinks unaccountable : the ex-; 
: • ' ' • pence 
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peace tfovifk jocq^on^ 
exorbitant ^nd ridiculous . He calj? 

coftly Canary-birds ; and on 
tbeir bebavlQiir a.t the iparriage £o^ 

lemnity juft fii^nUon/?d ^J^^^ Ifi^ 
ments as follows, What a pity it 

that thefe frowanj Miffes and 
Mafters pf MuijC) b*d not been en- 
gaged tp eut«t?iia the CQHrt of 
fome King of MoRci^ccp, ^bstt couid 
have known a good Opera from a 
I^ad one I With how ipi^^h eafb 
would fuch a Diredor have bfoughc 
them to belter order rB^J;* W 

kaow^ aoy liiing pf ^ »w t 

^irit of HA]Nip^:L, he wpuld Dot have 
wifhed ttwi under bejtta' ^^verp- 

roenjU 

t Having one day fome jvrords with ^uasi^ 

zpNi on her refufing to fing Falja imagine in 
Gttone; Qh! Madame, (faid he) je f^aii 
Man que Vous ^tes une iserkable Diabldft^t 

iDais je Vous fcrai fi^avoir, mqij que je fuis Beel- 
zebub le Qht^ des Diables. With this iip tooj^ 

her up by the waift» and, if fte made any more 

words. 
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mcnt. It is true they mutinied, and 
rebelled at laft. But the flaves of 
AnatTc arid of African Monarchs, 
have often done as much. 

He remained inflexible in his re- 
folution to punilL Senesino for re-^ 
fufing him that fubmiflion, which" 
he had been ufed to receive, and 
"which he thouglxt he had a right to 
•demand : but a little pUability 
would have faved him abundance 
of trouble. The vacancy made by 
the removal of fuch a Singer wa:s 
not eafily fupplied. The umbrage 
which he had given to many of the 
'Nobility, by his implacable refent- 
i ' v -J jnents 

words, fwore that he would fling her out of the 
window. 

It is to be noted, that this was formerly one 
of the methods of executing criminals in fome 
parts of Germany ; a procefs not unlike that 
of the Tarpeian rock, and probably derived 
from it. 
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nEients againft a pcrfon: wh^fe ta- 
lents they (b -much admired, waa. 
likely to create him a dangerous 
oppoiition. For, tho' he conti- 
nued at the Hay-market, yet, in 
the heat of thefe animofities, a 
great part of his audience would 
melt away. New Singers mud be 
ibught, and could not be had any 
nearer than Italy. The bufinefs of 
chufing, and engaging them, could 
not be difpatched by a deputy^ And 
the party ofiended might improve 
the opportunity of his abfence to 
his difadvantage. 

In fpite of all thefe difcourage- 
ments, to Italy he went, as foon as 
he had fettled an agreement with 
Heideggar to carry oa Operas in 
conjunction with him. The agree- 
ment was for the ihort term of 

three 
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three years, and fo fettled as to 
£ub&Sk only frbtii year to year. 

ff 

. On his arrival at Rome^ he 
ceived a very friendly and obliging 
Letter of invitation from cardinal 
QoLONNA> ¥t^ith a promiie of a very^ 
£06 pidure of his Emiaencet But^. 
Rearing that the Pretender was then 
9£ the Cardinal's, he prudently de- 
dined aCcepti<)g both the invitation 
and the pidhire*.. 

After a fbort flay in Italy, he , 
returned with Strada, Bernachi, 
Fabbi, 6BRTb(«Diy and others. Be« 
ing thus embarqued on a new bot- 
torn, he w^uX on in conjundion 
with HEiDfeSGER, but not with that 
even and profperbus gale which liad 
wafted him (o fmoothly and plea<^ 
iantly through the nine preceding 
years : for about the time of .thQ 

.1 
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reparation at the Hay- market, oc-- 
cafiioned by the difagreement be- 
tween Handel and his Singers, 
many of the Nobility raifed a new 
fubfcription in order to carry on an- 
other Opera at Lincoln's-inn-fields, 
in which they could have Singers 
and Compofers of their own chu- 
ling. With this view they fent for 
PoRPORA, Farinelli, and others. 
The former was author of feveral 
Cantatas which were much admi- 
red, and gave great fatisfadion to 
the perfons who employed him. 
The latter charmed all hearers by 
his exquifite voice, which he knew 
how to manage to the beft advan- 
tage. The' Handel bore up with 
great fpirit and firmnefs againft 
this oppofition, he foon felt the 
effeds of it j and yet, at the expi- 
ration of the three years partnerfliip 
with He idegg£r« he ventured to 

continue 
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continue Operas at the i|ay- market 
for one year on his own bottom. 
Finding this attempt no way likely 
to fucGeed, he left the Hay*market, 
and on the return of the adverfe 
party to it, removed to the vacant 
dieatre at Lincoln's-inn-fields. Here 
be continued but a little while ; for 
he confidered that the tide of oppo** 
fition was now at its full heighth, 
and that to ilem it, his own ftrength, 
fuperior as it was, might not be fuf- 
ficient. The little tafte he had al-^ 
ready had of adver£ty, leilened that 
ielf-confidence which fucceis is apt 
to inipire. He found that it was 
not the neceflary confcijuence of 
great abilities, and that without 
pnidence the grcateft may be ai« 
rnofl annihilated in the opinions of 
men. But it is a principal part of 
prudence, to command our temper 
oo any trial we may chance to re- 

I a ceive; 
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ctwc; a pajt of whieh, , io {^y 
the truth, he never pra^lifed pr pro? 
feiTed Thi$ omi^on iftvolvcd him 
Vi midbrtuoes^ which taught him . 
another part of prudence (if it im2& 
be called {q^ which he never ought 
to have pradtifed, much lefs profef- 
&d, that of tfonfulting his inta:eft at 
the ^2cpence of bis art^ 

]Ele now removed to Convent*^ 
garden^ and entered into a partner^ 
fhip with Rich, the matter of that 
houfe» Hasse and Porpoi^a were 
the Compoiers at the Hay^market. 
When tiie former was invited w&t^ 
it is remarkable^ that the iiril que*^ 
ftion he alked, was, whether Haw-* 
DEL was dead« Being anfweittd; m 
the negative, he re&ifed to. cmM^ 
from a perfuaiioUi that where his 
countryman was (for they were both 
Saxons by birth) no otlicr petlbn of 

' the 
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tlK^ fnpkSkm was likely to 
make afiy figure* . He tiould not 
believe 'that in a nation which had 

Miif^^^nhtiidm ftt ienfe anil 
Merriment, tlib t^redit of fuch aa 
artift as Handel could erer be iior 
paif e(i. riowever, this myftery was 
explained to him in fucb a manner, 
ahd'iMk tirp]i(hafi6n acc^panied 
by^ikkih oSktSy that at length he got 
tht iikter of his icruples, and con- 
feaPed 'Ito be engaged. Htc is rc- 
rnitkabU for his fine ekvated dr, 

^ #ith'ba]:dt7 fo idilcli as thfc (hti«r 
^ h^mony to fuppdrt it. -And this 
itikf {sxSfc not only for a characEter 
of K^Assfif^in particular, but of the 
Italians in general, at the time we 
^€f f^e^irig of; ' The oppoiition in 
which they wefc engaged againft 
Handel, made faim look upon that 
merit in his antagonifts with much 
indifference, and upon this defcd: 

1 3 with 
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with ftill mote ^ntdnptL ..Hie off- 
ried hi$ contempt So hr^ as to ea* 
deavour.to be as unlike them as pof- 
lible. He could have vanquiihed 
his opponents at their own /wea- 
pons ; but he had the lenfe to> dif- 
cover^ that, the j offend€d ^and^ pre-* 
judiced.iide vrauld. ijievef h^v£ ac- 
knpwledged his vidory hpv^jf \{?r 4e- 
cifive : and, that his new friends^ 
for.v^ant of underftandinj;, tjie na- 
ture and uie of fuch weapons, Wouid 
jiot have difcerm^d it howey^t obvi- 
c^us.^ From heQce he g^radiially idL 
into; that too clofe and particular 
attachment to the Ijaraiony, which 
fome^nies led him to negle^ the 
melody, even where it ought moft 
to be regarded, I mean in Vocal 

Muiic. A farther account of the 
caufes and confequences of this 

omiilion, may be found in the ob:* 

iervations on his works. 
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. In the fummer of. the year 1 7331 
■ie made a tour to Oxford, where 
tbexe a public A£ti at whick 
b&Ipeiformcd his Oratorio <^ Athat 
i*iAUy compoied for that foIeniQity', 
By this jouroyey the daxnages he ha^ 
fuffered in his fortune were ibme- 
what repaired, and his reputation 
more firmly eftaibliihed* The next 
winter his .Opera of A&iaisna 
was perfornied at Conventrgarden^ 
while another of the fame name^ 
compoied by Pojipora, was ad:- 
cd^ at the Hay-market* Poly- 
puBUo by the fame peribn, and 
AiiTAXERXfis by Hassb, ^ined 
great applauiib: there foon after* 
Though Handel had fome good 
Singers, none of them could be 
compared toPARiNELLi, who drew 
all the world to the Hay-markett 
And it foon appeared that the re- 

I4 Ufh 
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li£h of the Englifli for Mufic^ was 
not ftrong. enough to fupport two 
Operas at a time* There wc9e bo(. 
few perfons of any o^her clais» ho- 
rdes that of the Nobility, wh^ had 
iDuch knowledge of the Italian^ 
any notion of fuch compoiitlons^ 
or confequetitly any veal pleafate 
in hearing them. .Thok among 
the middling and lower or6^ 
whom affedation or curioHty had 
drawn to the Theatre at hi$ firft 
Cetting €mt in conjun^on mik 

RiCHy k\l off by degrees. 
expences in providing Singers, and 
in other preparations, bad been 
very large ; and his prohts were no 
way proportionate to fuch charges. 
At the end of three or four years, 
inftead of having acquired fuck ao 
addition to his fortune, as from his 
care, induftry, and abiUties, he 
had reafon to exped, he was obli- 
ged 
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to draw out die ^i^ods ^ 
oft all thf$ he was worthy in or^ 
der to aafwer the demands upoa 
him. This upfliot put an end for 
the preient to all muHcal entertain- 
xnents at Convent-gardeii^ and al- 
tnoft put end to the kuthor-«F 
ihbm. The violence of hbpaffioiib 
made fuch a difafter operate- the 
nidre, terribly* ' ^ 

• • • 

" The bbfervation that misfi)rtun6fe 
mely come fingle, was <vefified iii 
Handel* His fortune was not 
more impaired, than his healch and 
his under ft and in g. His right-arm 
was become ufelefs to him, from a 
llroke of tht paHy ; and how great- 
ly 4m fenfes were diiordered at mter<- 
vals, for a long time, appeared 
£rom an hundred inftaaces, which 
are better forgotten than recorded. 
The mofl violent deviations froni 

I . reafoD^ 
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reafon) are ufually feen when tht 
l^rongeft faculties happen to be 
thrown out of courfe# 

- In this melancholic ilate, it; wais 
in vain for him to think of any 
fire0) projeiSs for retrieving hk a& ' 
fairs^ His firft concern * was hoW 
to repair, .his conftitution,i i.But 
tho' he had the beft advice, and 
tho' the . neceflity of following it 
was urged to him in the moft friend- 
ly manner, it was with, the utmoft 
difficulty that he was prevailed on 
to do what w^s proper, when it was 
any way difagreeable. For this rea- 
son, it was thought beft for him to 
have recouHb to the vapor-baths of 
Aix la Chapelle, over which he iat 
near three times as long as hath 
pver been the pradice. Whoever 
knows any thing of the nature of 
thofe bathsi will, from this inftance^ 

form 
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form fome idea of his furprifiogcoo- 
ftitution. His fweats were profu£e 
beyond what can well be imagined. 
His cure, from the manner as well 
as from the quickne&, with which 
it was wrought, paiTed with the 
Nuns- for a miracle. When, but a 
few hours from the time of his quit- 
ting the bath, they heard him at 
the prgan in the principal church 
as well as convent, playing in a 
inanner .ib much beyond any they 
ijad ever been ufed to, fuch a con- 
dufion in fuch perfons was natural, 
enough. . Tho* his buiinefs was 
fa. foon, difpatcbed, and his cure 
judged to be thoroughly effeded, 
he thought it prudent to continue at 
Aix about fix weeks, which is the 
ihorteft period ufually allotted for 
bad cafes. . 

* 

Soon after his return to London 
in 1736, his Alexander's Feast 
^ 4 was 
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was performed at Convent-Garden, 
. and was well received. * ' 



' After much mifmanagement, and 
various mifimderftanding^ at ^ the 
Hay-markctj the glories <A that 
theatre feemed quite extind; Lord 
Middlesex, defirous of feeing the 
Opera reftored to ita fwirher fplen- 
^^ofj' /ilndertook the dife^lioii of it, 
and applied toHANDsi, as the 
teft perfon to fupply it with com^ 
pofitions. He^ made two Operas 
for his Lordfliip, Faramondo ahd 
Alessandro Severo: the laft of 
"tvhich was aPafticcio, ahd [Perform- 
ed, as well as the other, in the yeair 
1737. For thefe he received 1 000 /• 
Had he been difpofed to make any 
conceiTions, his friends might eafily 
have effeded a reconciliation be- 
tween bim and his opponents. All 
parties would in that cafe have beea 

glad 
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glad to have leen him ag^in at the 
Hay<-jxi^rket } for at this ticne ail 
the faiirces of Opera*jBu£ic kem 
to have hem drained to the very 
dregs. The feiife of his abilities, 
the prefent exigency in which they , 
were fb much wanted^ the recok 
iedion of hk loiies and fufier- 
ings; time itfelf, which as it 
confumes many valuable things, 
fo it often happily wears out per- 
ibnal xefentments: — ^In fhort, every 
thic^ feemed to concur, and ncH- 
thing was wanting to infure his 
iuture prolperity, excepting a fpirit 
which knew how to yield on pro- 
pooaafiom. From a fe^le be- 
neik made: foe him at the Hay- 
mai^ket in the year 1738, from 
which. l|e is faid to have leceiv^ 
^ 1 500 /• it is eaiy tO: gueis what 
might have been done to recover 
his affairs. But he was Ca. Bi^etk 
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to fubfcription-cngagements, tliat 
he refolved to be for the future on 
a quite different footing. No pro^ 
ipeds of advantage could tempt him 
to court thofe by whom he thought 
he had been injured and opprefled. 
Full of thefe lofty fentiments, he 
returned to Convent-Garden, where 
he performed a few more Operas^ 
the dates of which may be found iii 
the catalogue. Finding that the 
tafte of his audience was naturally 
averfe to this ^cies of compofi- 
tion, he now introduced another^ 
more fuited to the native gravity 
and folidity of the Englifh, tho' 
borrowed from the concert fpiri-- 
tuel of their volatile neighbours on 
the continentt Esther was made 
originally for the Duke of Chan-* 
pois, about a year after Acis mtd 
Galatea* After it had been per- 
formed at Cannonsi it was played 

at 
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at the Crown and Anchor ; and this 
indeed is faid to have firft fumiOied 
the hint for bringing Oratorios oa 
the Aage* As the moil remarkable 
charaders, events, and occurrences 
contained in the holy fcriptures, are 
intended to be reprefented in thefe 
iblemn pieces^ it is plainly of their 
nature to be aded, as well as fung^ 
and accompanied. But the very fa- 
crednefs and folemnity of the fub^ 
jeds treated, made even the ietting 
them to Mufic appear to ibme 
perfons little lefs than a prophana* 
t£on. What ftrengthened this opi- 
nion was probably this^ that moft 
of the relations which are the fub* 
je^t, matter of Operas are taken from 
prophane and fabulous hiftory. And 
though Mulic was allowed to lend 
its afiiftance in places of worihip ; 
yet it feemed to be a dangerous in« 
novation to allow the further 

pri- 
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privilege of panvaiiing in full fofm 
|;eligiouf fubj^eds in places of ear 
teitainment^It feemed to be form- 
ing a fort of alliance between 
things ufually confidered in a 
fiate of natural oppc^tion, the 
church and. theatre* In times when 

• • • * « , « 

narrow notions were more in voguej 
and whea even men of fenfe were 
governed rather by appearaiices 
tdban by ft^lkies. Oratorios w6uki 
not have, bee]% tolerated^ In thcib 
happier day the influence of pre- 
judice was not indeed qjnite ftrong 
enough to exclude thefe noble per- 
forniances, yet it is even ftill ftrong 
enough to ipoil them. Fot are not 
the very fame arguments which pi:^* 
vailed for admitting Oratorios fuf-> 
£yGieat to jwftify the ading them ? 

ft 

♦ 

.Would not adion and geft^ul^r 
tion accommodated to the iituation 

and 
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and fentiments, joined with dreffcs 
conformable to the charadcrs re-^ 
presented, render the reprefenta- 
tions more expreffivc and perfect, 
and confequently the entertainment 
much more rational and improving*^ 
Provided no improper ciiaracters, 
were introduced, (a thing ealy to 
Be obviated) what otiier inconveni- 
ence could poffibly rcfult from the 
further allowance . here contended 
for, it is hard to imagine. But 
tliis is Ipoken with perfed: fubmif-" 
fion to the proper judges. 

About 

Racine's E$thbr and AxHAtiAH fct by 
LuLLi, and performed at the convent of Su 
Cyr, by Order of Madame db Maintenow, 
had aU the advantages of theatrical imitation. 
Indeed the beft performance, if properly dra- 
matic,, without the helps of fuitable aftion/ 
and proper drefies,. muft needs lofe a tonfider- 
able part of that force and clearnefs, that life 
andfpirit, which refult from a, full and per- 
fcft ^bibition. 

K 
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About the year 17 2! 9, or 1730, 
EsTHBit and Deborah bad been 
performed at the Hay-market with 
good fuccefs; with much better 
indeed than he met with at Convent- 
Garden, when he tried them there 
but a few years ^ter^ He feema 
not fuiHciently to have con^ered 
the rifques which he ran in this 
new undertaking. The diftance q£ 
this theatre from thofe parts of the 
town where the nobility chiefly re- 
fide ; the relics of the oppoiition 
not yet extind, though fomewhat 
abated j a ftyle little fuited as yet • 
to the appreheniions of the gene- 
rality i—thele, and probably fome 
other caufesy may have concurred to 
render his attempt inaufpicious iu 
its commencement. Too much 
accuftomed to difappointments to 
be eafily difpirited, he co9timied 

thefe 
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thcie new eatertaiaments^ fo excel-^ 
leijtly adapted to the feafoa of 
the year in which they are cxhi-* 
bited| till the beginning of the yeaj" 
^741. Bif^ at this time his a^^irs 
again carri^ fo ill an aiped:, tljat 
hp found it neceffary to try the 
evfpit of another peregrination. He 
hoped to find that favour and en* 
coiir^gement a diftant Cjapital, 
inrfaich London feemed to refuie 
him. For even his Messiah had 
met with a cold reception. Either 
the fenie of muflcal excellence was 
become fp weak^ or the power of 
prejudice ib ilrong, that all the 
cffbfts of his unparalleled gefjiu? 
and indufliry proved inpffedital# 

Dublin has always been famous 
for the gaiety and iplendor of its 
court^ the Qpujcnce and ipirit of 

its prijpkcipal iaj^abitaijit^, the valour 
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of its military, and the genius of 
its learned men. Where fuch things 
were held in efteem he rightly 
reckoned, that he could not better 
pave the way to his jfucccfs, than 
"by fetting out with a ftriking in- 
ftance and public a<a of generbfity 
and benevolence. The £rft ftep 
that he made, was to perform his 
Messiah for the benefit of the city- 
prifon. Such a defign drew together 
not only all the lovers of Mufic^ 
but all the friends of humanity* 
There was a peculiar propriety in 
this defign from the fubjed: of the 
Oratorio itfelf; and there was a 
peculiar grace iih it from the iitua- 
tion of Handel's affairs. They 
were ,br ought into a better pofture 
by his journey to Dublin, where 
he ftaid between * eight and- fiihe 
months* The reception that hief 
^ met with, at the fa the time that it 

• -^^^ fliewed 
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fhewed the ftrong fenfe which the 
Irifli had of his extraordinary me- 
rit, conveyed a kind of tacit re- 
proach on all thofe on the other 
fide of the water, who had enlifted 
in the oppofition againft iiim. Mr. 
Fop£ in . the fourth book of the 
DjJjifciAD has related this pailage of 
hU hiftory. A poor phantom, which 
19 mjule to reprefent the genius of 
tbie/modern Italian Opera, ex- 
pi^efles her apprehenfions, and gives 
her in(lrud:ions to Dulacfs, already 
alarmed for her own fafety. The 
lines are well known, but, for their 
ftrong charaderiftic imagery, de* 
ferve to be quoted in this place. 
They are as follows, 

But fbon» ah foon, rebellion will commence, 

If MufiG meanly borrows aid fromScnfe: 
Strong in new arms, lol giant Handel ftands,* 
iMike bold Bkiari us with his hundred hands; 

K 3 To 
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To ftlr^ ^ rouie, to ihake the foul be comes, 
^nd Jove's own thundm follow Mars'3 
drums, 

^rreft him, emprefsj or ydu flcq> no more — » 
ghe heard, — and drove him to the H;^« rni Atf 

ihoie, • 

At his roturn to Londoa in 
17.4^-*, the niiads of moft men 
were much more difpofcd in his 
favour. He in^mediacely recotn« 
menced his Oratorios at Convent- 
Garden* S a m p s o n vf^as the Bxd he 
performed. And noW (to ule the 
- expreiiivc phrafe of Tacitus] l/au- 
fiieiatil^r c^eptis fwtund \ FortliHe 
^med rat^r to cotiirt and oArelsi 
than to countenance and fupporC 
bim. This return was the »ra of 
his profperity, Indeed, in the year 
174.3, he had forne return of his 
paralytic difordcr ; and the year 
jdter fell under the heavy difplpa- 
fm:e pf a pertain |aihionabie lady. 



^ kjui^ o uy Google 



( «35 ) 

Sh€ exerted all her influence to fpi- 
lit up a new oppoHtion againft him^ 
But the world could not long be made 
to believe that her card<-ailemblies 
were fuch proper entertaiameats for 
Lent| as his Oratorios. It is necd^ 
iefs to enlarge upon particulars 
which are eafiljr remembered^ or 
to gire a minute account of 
things genetrally known. It is 
fufEcient jufl to touch on the moO: 
remarkable. WJiat is very much 
foy hk MB8SIAH which had before 
btea Kceivied witji lo much iodif*- 
fercoce, bec^aae from this time the 
^¥Oiirite Oratorio. As in the year 
174.1^ it Was applied to the relief 
of perfens expofed to all the miie^ 
ries perpetual cbnfinement $ k 
was aftetw^uxk confederated to the 
lervlce of the 0o& innocenti mo& 
helplefs, and moft diftrefled part 
of the hunjaa fpecies* The Found- 

K4 ^^g 
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ling Holpital originally refted on 
the llender foundation of private 
benefactions. At a time when this 
inftitution was yet in its inikhcy ; 
when all men feemed to be coi^ 
vinced of its utility; when nothing 
was at all probkinatical but the 
poflibility of fupporting it;— Han* 
liEL formed the nobie reiblution to 
lend his ailiilance, and periorm his 
Messiah annually for its bene£t» 
The fums raifed by each perform- 
ance • were very conliderable, and^ 
<5ertainly of great tonlequence in 
ilich a crifis of affairs. But what * 
was of much greater, was the magic 
of his name, and the univerfal cha- 
rader of his facred Drama. By thefe 
vaft numbers of the nobility and 
gentry were drawtt tdkhe hofpital ; 
-and.miany,who,atthe^r-ft,had been 
contented with barely approvmg 
the dciign, were aftgiWards warmly 




Digitized by Googl 



( 137 ) 

engaged in promoting it In conr 
fequence of this reiort, the atten- 
tion of the nation was alfo drawn 
more forcibly to what was indeed 
the natural objccl of it. So that it 
may truly be affirmed, that one of 
the nobleft and moft extenfive cha-> 
rities that ever was planned by the 
wifdoxn, or projeded by the piety 
of men, in forae degree owes its 
continuancei as well as profperity, 
to the patronage of Handel. 

* * 4 m ■ 

The very fuccefsful application 
of this wonderful produ&ion of his 
genius to fo beneficent a piirpofe, 
re£e<^ed equal honour on the Ar« 
tift and the Art. ^ ''^^^ 

He continued his Oratorios with 
uninterrupted fucceis, and unrival* 
led glory, till within eight days of 
his death ; the laft was perfornied 

on 
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on the 6th of Aprilj and lie expi- 
red oi> Saturday the 14th of April 
I y He was buried tht 20th 
hy Dr« Pearcb^ Biihop of Roche- 
fter, in .Wcftminfter-abbey, wherei 
by his. own order, and at his own 
expence, a monument is to be e- 
Kded. to hk memory* 

In the year iy^i$ a gutta fere- 
na de{H:ived liim of Iiis light. This 
misfortune funk him for a time in- 
to the deepeft defpoodencjr. He 
«Hiid net rdl iiatil he ^4 u&der- 
gDtie ifQiae .cj^f^pQs as fruidjefs as 

tfaty w&c painful. Finding it oo 
longer poffible for him to manage 
alonie, he fent to. ^r. Smith xx) 
defire that he would play for him, 
Ad affift him ia oeiadutStiog the 
Qj^fttQcioa. 



Hie 
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- . ► .* ■ . . . , ^ . . . , . 

Hit fetmldft titeif 
Ml vigQUf aimoft tB the iiMIr 
his diilolutioQ^ appeared irom 

Songs and ChorufTes, and other 
^0:itapofitions, which from the date 

as his par (ifig wor ck^ ' hk ' kft sSU 
cqats 1 This muft appear the mor€ 
furprifing, whea it is remembered 
-tB'hoW great a degree his mlad wai 

diftirdteredi it tife«, icR^ds the 
latter part o£ Im lifeF' . - ' 

* . , f : i ' ' ' , ■ ' -i ' • ■ ■• 

•'• 4 ' \ I i - . , i . .,11.- « •. i 4, « «•} » ', * , -'^ ' »; 

His health '%ad been declimi^ 
apace for feveral months before his 

approaeh) aiid refufed to be Qm,^ 
tered by any hopes of a recovery^ 
One eircumftance 1*tts very omi^r 
nous, I mean the total lofs of ap-^ 
petite, iMth m& cditie lilifti 
Iin4 prov0 fatve pefii^ 

dous 
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cious to a perfbn always habituated, 
a$ he had \K&a% to ^an uncommon 
pprtion . of food and^nourifliment. 
Tliofc who have blamed him for an 
exceflivc indulgence in this loweft 
of gratificatiods, ought to hare 
^onfidered, that the peculiarities gf 
bis conftitution were, as great as 
tliofc ox his chaiadcr. Luxury and 
liitemperance are relative ideas, and 
depend on other circumftances be* 
iEl^cs tliofe of quantity; and quality^ 
It would be as unieafonable to con- 
£ne Handel to the fare and allow- 
ance* of tomnipn men, as to cxptQ: 
that a I^ondon merchant fhould 
Ike like a Swifs meahaiiic. Not 
that I would abfolve ihixn from all 
blame oa this article^ He certainly 
paid more attention to it, than is 
becoming ih * any man : but it is 
iofxj^ excufe, ^at Nature had given 
io vigorous a conilitution, (o 
, J* ^ exquifite 
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exqiiiiite a palate, and fo ciaving 
an appetite j and that fortune .ep- 
abled him to obey thefe calls, to 
fatisfy thefe demands of Natufj^; 
They were really fuch. . For be- 
fides the feveral circumftances juft 
alledged, there is yet another in 
hh fsLVoiiti t mian his inceiiaut 
khd ihtenfe application to the ftu« 
diies of his profeilloa. This rea* 
dered condant and large fupplies 
, of nourifhment the more neceflary 
to recruit his iexhaufted fpirits. Had, 
he Hurt bis healtb or bis. fortuoe* 
by indulgences of this kind, ' they: 
would , have .been viciousi : as . he, 
4id not, they were at moft indc-^ 
corou^ As they have been lb mdclf 
the fubjed of converfation and plea^-! 
^try,^ to have taken no notice of 
them, might have looked like af-; 
iedation.' But it would- be lolly tq 
fgiltx into the parficii^icf • of thit 

• ' ^ part 
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part of his hiftory, and contrary ta 
the defign of the foregoing (heets, 
which is only " to give the Rf^cjf 
t}ioie parts of his f charader^ as( ^ 
Man, that any w^^y tend to qpea 
knd cxplaia his charafier as ap A^-i 
tift/' So that the cQnaedioa be« 
tween this ^^ccouQt of hi& jile, ap4 
the following qhfervations on his 
works, is cloler than, at firft fight^ 
may be imagine^f Hq\v far the 

f It was tbaiight hcttlpr tq kpre the p^ead^ 
to colleA his cbaraAer froth the Life itfel^, 

than to attempt the drawing of it in form : a 

praAipe wbu^ iipt" fuccee^cd om^-fmucli^ 
even where it is moft neccffary I mean in the 
writings of Hiftorians. Truth hath feldom bqcn 
fe much as confulsed in thefe ftudictd rcprefen* 
tations. That conftant and uniform opppfitioa 
of the feveral parfs, which, with much forc^ 
and ftraining, are made to tally with each 
Other, refhders mjt characters only a ipore g6* 
tended antitheiis, and is fcarce ever found re* 
ally to exift in ^j(y. Yet often is this fpunoua 
t»rood of aflcftation and wit, palmed upon the 
world bv the g^uioe offspring of education 
and nature* 
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materials for the former may be 
worth the digefting, can fairly be 
determined only by examining them 
in this view. How far they are 
well digefted, is another queftion, 
which every one will determine for 
himielf) excepting the peribn em-* 
ployed in this attempt. But for 
his induftry in colleding them, fucli 
as they are, they would probably 
have been loft in the courfe of a 
few years. He has nothing to add^ 
but his iincere wiihes, that every 
Aitift, who is truly defer ving in his 
, profeflion, may meet with a perfon 
ec^ually defirous of doing jufticQ to 
his memory* 
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ITfiink that the worksi of JHIan* 
^BtL. maj^ conveniently be djftri- 
Hute^ into three claffes, vii^.. ^ 

. -Church-Music^ 
,|.,!.r Theatjlical Mu.sic* r - . 

• . • • * . • 

And thele again into ten ^mfetior, 
9r Idfer claffcs, •z;/;2r. . - " v ^ 

f . ' * * ■ » - , . ^ 

' '4?. 'Concertos, Ihiffniments; 
5. SoNAT AS, /'z*;^ Violins ^//^ 



VI. V 
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6. htsiOK s,f or theHaij^Gxiiofd* 

• 7. CHAOTBR^DtJlTtbS. 

- 8. Terzettos; ' 

PlECBSi / - 

In the follQwing ca^lqguc there 
arc fevcral compofitiais, viz* Al- 
legro ED iL Penseroso, Triumph 
of Time and Truth, ^'c. which 
are placed among the Orat<wiov 
becaufe they . :p««fi>nncd as 
fuch, but do nQt properly Wong 
td diat fpfedcs. Indeed they, cjin- 
not be faid to fell under any of the 
clafei ^^yc; dfi%iMv . .IfpwQvcr ' 
they are not <^ coniequcdlOB CHOiilgh 
to form a diftind one «n99g the 

lefisf,..iMif^fn^e tlwa the "^Tp- • 
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As to the TwuMPH tfTiUB. and 
Truth, great part of the Mufic is 
the lame with that of II TwQMFd 
DEL Tempo/ made at Rome toaxvf. 
years before, revived in 1757* and 
peiibrmed only pncc at the Hay-, 
market [in Itahan] about the time 
the Oratorios iirft began. 

A great ifuaotity of Muilc^ Aot 
mentioned in the CaJtaloguCj was 
toade in Italy and Germany. How 
much of it is yet in being, i$ not 
known. Two cbefts-fuU were left 
at HAMitiRGH, belides fome at 
HanovbR) and fome at Hall. 

Theatrical MuskJ. 

• ■ * 

Operas. 

Almeria, made and performed at 
. Hamburgh. 

L 3 Florin OA, 




Florinda, Hamburjjhv 

II TrXOI^FO DEI. TlA^O, RPXBIE^ 

-j.iDataii} ;i/o.-^s rruilr:*! in] ajjj 
RiNALDo^ Lo^doa> .n/^jojjQ;^ 
Teseo, ditto. 

PArrQii£alD^;. ditto, m tAi 

1 72 1. . .Won?! 
WTONE, ditto, 10 AugulL/i^bap 
FLORWARrs^ dittos bna |»if> >X7J2^ 
Flavio, ditto. — 7 May, ^ 723- 
Julio C^e^ake, dittos— r .1723. 
Tamerlane, ditto, ^^3 July 1724. 
RoDELiNDA, ditto, 20 Jan. 1725- 
SeiFioNE, * dittd, 2 March 726. : A 
Alessandro, ditto, 1 1 4^pul X726. 
r-- • • I RxcARPo, 
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RicARDo^ jU>ndpa^ i6 Majr 1727^^ 
Ammxto^ dittoy 16 May 1727* ; 
SiROE^ ditto, 5 February 1728. 
Ptolomeo, ditto, 19 April 1728^ 
LoTARio, dittO) i'6 Noiir. 1729^ • 
Part ENOPE, ditto, 12 Feb. 17304 
PoRo, di^toi .26. January, 1731.^ . 
§pSARME, ditto, 4 February i732i» 
Orlanpp, ditto^ 20 N0V. i;732. ^ 
Ezio, ditto, r 3t733» ^ ^ 1; 
Arianna, ditto, 5 0<|ober 1733^ 
Ariodan x£| diti€Vi24 i^d^ x 734|# 
Ai-cxNA, ditto, 8 April 173 5^ 
*Atalanta, ditto, 20 April 1736* 
GiusT*J^O, ditto, 7 Septeffib* t736< 
Arminio, ditto, 30 O^ob^ ^736» ' 
Beren4cb, dittq^ irii Jan^ X737* 
F^^lA^}ONDo, ditto, 24. Dec. i737» 

AlESSANDRO SfiVERO, ditto# [P^« 

. , iiiccio.} 

SsRSB, dittO| 6 February 17384 

L 4 * Imensoj 

* Perroftnod.^ tbe PrioG^s of Oeav9^^ 
wedding. 
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«M4(B0, <iiCt6, Id Oft. 1740. 
DiBtAtti London, flo Od. 1 740* 

% ♦ 

DeboraiI, 21 Feb, 1733. 
Esther. 

Athauah, 7 June, 1733. 
Al£XAndeii's Feast, I'jjm. 17361 
Israel //^ Egypt, Ix Od. ^7Z^' 
Allegro ed il PenserQso^ j^739' 

Messiah, tie April, 17414 
Sampson, 12 Od. 174a* 
i* SbmeLb, 4 July, 1743* 

SVSANNAR, 9 Auguft, 1 743. 
£^LSHAZ9AEt 

HEECUJtiES, 17 Auguft 1744* 

I 

« * 

* Performed on occafion of his late Royal 
HiQiugESs.chie BziwM of j/V^^is's weddiag»< 

.CfbiAEiJEnglifli Opera^ but called an Orato- 
rio» and perforincd as fucb at Covcnt-Gardco. 
' The words of it by Conor Evt,--" ■ 
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+ Occasional Oratorio, i 745* 
Judas Macchabjeus^ i 1 Aug. i 74j6# 

Al£Xamder Balus, 30 June 1747* 
Joshua, 18 Aug. 1747* 
Solomon, 13 June 1748* 
Tkkooora, 18 Juijr 174.9. 
JgpTHA, 20 Aug. X75i« 
TAiuiiPH ^ Time and Truth* 

SSRENATAS. 

Il Trionfo del Tempo, Rome. 
Acios e Galaye A, Naples. 
*Aci6 o»[/jGalat£A, for the Duke 

of Chandois, about tlw year 

1721. 

Parnasso in Fbsta, [an Italian 
entertainment, fui^ at the Hajr- 

tnarket.] 
Choice of Hercules. 

; t^Fdriimntd on occafion of the viftory gain- 
ed at CuUodcn, by hi$ Royal Highncfc. the 
Duke of Cumberland. 
. ♦ The wprds of tUs piece wrote by Mr. Gav. 
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Church-Music* 

A grand Te Deum and Jubilate! 

for the ^eaoe of Utrecht, 171 3. 
Four Coropatioa Anclj^ems, 1727^ 
Several Aptbems made for the Duke 
of Cli^ndois between 1717, and 

1720. . . - * ; 

Several more ; as a Funeral Service 
for her late Majesty Queen 
Caroline ; in all about twen^*^ 
diree* 

Three more Te Deumsj one of 
* which was on the occafioii of 
' the vi&ory at Dbttingbn* ^ * 

Chamb£r<*Music. 

Cantatas, [the greateft part msA* 
at Hanover, and other places 
abroad ; in all about 200. 

Chamber- Duettos, [twelve made at 
• ' Hanover, and two after he came 
to England.] 

. ^erermtas^ 
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Serenatas, [moft of them made a- 
broad, and (bme few at his iirfl: 
coming to England^ one of which 
was for Queen Anne^ and per- 
formed at St. James's, but after- 
wards loft.} 

iNSTRUMENTi^L-MuSIC. 

Mufic for the Water. 

Concertos for different Inftruments# 

Sonatas for two Violins and a Bafs. 

Harpfichord-LeiTons. 

Twelve grand Concertos. 

Twelve ditto for the Organ. 



• 
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BEFORE we entp: on the ex^ 
amination of Handel's works^ 
' |t is necefliuy to fettle the meaning 
of fome words, which, oo. othes 
iubjeds , hftve heea uled with . no 
g^t care,. bi|| never, per haps yidth 
fo little as when they have been ap-- 
plied to Mi|&c» It is of go{i£> 
^uence to underfl:and .them well t 
for, whether we would explain the 
grounds, jpr^diftinguifli the kinda, 
<pr eftimate the degrees of mufical 
excellence, recourie muft ftill be 
had to thefe expreilion$. A ckac 
potion of the fubjed to which the^ 
are applied, will dired us to their 
|iue n^eaning, 

• • • • 
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Mufic is £;}UQded oa eftahliflied 

" ' * « 

fuks and principles. There arc 
certain relations and proportions 
wiuch fubfift between founds^ and 
certain effe&Sy which arc conftantlj 
and r^ularly f produced by their 
different union, arrangement^ an^ 

eoMbbiaitiofk Th« tuks aM dei«4 
md from experience and ckAswr^ 
tuMi which inform us what part^ 
ci}lar fyilem or (iifpofition of founds 
wril produce the mcrift ple^ng efi 
fefts. ^ A- dtet com^btbfioii ^ 
tlioie ides, and the abilitf to aj^ 
plj them^ are <allcd hwwledge i 
: - : ' - and 

t It is almoft ncedlcfs tp exception^ 
with reg^d to thofe who diflike Mufic, or who 

Pv Bos fays) II eft des hommes tfiVmnHkt 
fenlibles a la Mudque, & done Toreille (jpomr 
me femr de cette cxpreiSao) eft tellemei^ 
eloignee du coeur, que les chsDts les plus as- 
Wfh les coucbent pas. 
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Ifid this alone, without any great 
fliare cither Tnvef!tt6'h or tajle^ 
may make a tolerable Compoferi 
But either of thefe joined with it, 
forms a mafter! 

The matters may be diftinguifhed 

into two clafles, as their principal 

merit confifts in invention or talle^ 

The former of thefe feems to con- 

lilt in the quick inveliigdtion or 

new, or hitherto-unperceived rela- ' 

tions ; in the combining thefe re-^* 

lations after an unufual manner, or 

according to a difftrent order ; and 

in the happy^i'[^plication df them. 

to particular fubjeds, efpecially to' 

fuch as are of an important or ia-^ 

terefting nature. "^'^'V'.. ^J''^'' 

iIJi'// V.^r,*'' ynr . j 

Thofe who have an iiwentivt 
genius will depart from the com- 
mon rules, ,anji pleafe us the rndr^* 
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by fuch deviations, Thefe muft of 
cpurte confidered as bold ftrokes^ 
or daring flights of {ancy. Such 
paffages are not fpttnded qo, ru]ie^ 
but are tliemfelves the; fqundatioa 

of new rules. 

... > 

, , Oa the^ other hand,, tbe^f who 
have ta^Cy a nice difcernment ' 
of t^ie niinuter circumftances that 
plcafe, will poliflx a»d iiuprove the 
inventions of others. Thefc wiil 
adhere ftridly to rul^, and even 

^. Hence we may difcern the rea- 
fon why great invention and per- 

^^^^^ 

ted, altho' either the one or the 
other may meet with knowledge. 

• .Heps?!, W€^^may concjude,, 
that the merit o/ Ha^npei,'^ Mufic^ 

if will 

» ■ - • 
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wilt be leaft dilbeitted by Icn^^ 
vers of ek^nce aiid ecKrc^aeftb 
They arc fhocked wkb ftrery de- 

fefl; of fhifi^ fofti while tfeeir very 

ing kti^ tiiofe^ e9iedkciciM oi 

fbfpafies alif other Mufic^atia^i e;^^ 

cellcneics, wbichr are hardly con- 

whk;]^ beauty depcods* , Aks^ /lay&t 
implies a natural f€n£bilityi and 
aii habitual aRcntion to thafc very 
cfiMiitnftaiMeg^ dil negkAs^of tiMi»: 
Wimdet ics ]miSdi&io»t But aK' 
thi^ iacuky k of ar teader and ti^ 
mid nature, k is apt to coniidc^ 
thofe bolder ftsokc^ and- roughei^ 
da(he8 whieh genius ddigfttk^in, ei^ 
theit as coarie, or a» extMMganr* 
However, when it attempts to cha« 
iiife or corred fuch padages, it 

M a nillakci 



miftakcs its proviiipe.:, Art \s, J)^re- 
rmt^lf-Mi^ekf but. 4aagerous. It- 

may ^iy- 4eftrox osiginj^ity* thoV 
it i^QPt. .create ^egance ; whiplt ifi 
it cmiJ he liad,. . woul4. be ip. pyjrr, 
qhafe^ 4t jhe'ejcpcnc^ ofr the< o^ief . 
FtMLthe^QWfikUty c^ mjinkiiKi Mvi?, 
nat;«iv«^..of (kliea^ to :bp.jxuKtl)^ 

beautyij.^.but yetare fo-^onned, as to 
he Jtraji^oarted with every the kaft: 
mark of graodeor i<iid ibblimity. ! - 

• What .gi\oe8 me, .tlie..fiiUer .airur. 

1 ance in . the trutji of thefe priagi- • 
pies, is their agreemei^t with th^r 
fo})o\Ving obfervatkms j whioh aGeoo» 
tkioa»v:;'>vho .is « per£ed niail^ oft 
the ruk^<^» was ib good as tq cQfo.-^^ 
muiH<;itte to rae. , -The pt){g5y^j(jii$, 
are .asMow^: ; > ..... 

* 



f>;«s.** As party and prejudice have 
iteen carried pretty high, on the 
Qne fide^in favour of Handel^ and 
on the other in favour of the Ita- 
rlians, I (hall endeavour to confider 
rthis affair with the impartiaHty it 
-requires, and fettle, to the heft of 
pmy judgment, the merits on both 
-fides. 

The tafte in Mufic both of the 
jGermans and the Itahans, is fuited 
to the different charaders of the 
two nations. - That of the firft .is 
rough and martial ; and their Mufic 
confifts of flrong effeds produced, 
^without much delicacy, by the rat- 
tle of a number of inftrunients. 
The Italians, from their ftrong and 
lively feelings, have endeavoured in 
their Mufic to eXprefs all the agita- 
tions of the foul, from the moft 

M 3 delicate 
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dcKcatc fenfations of love, to the 
4tioR violwit d£e6ks cf ha&ed' and 
^Ipak* ; and tfais ia a great degree 
hy ti^ modiiktion of a fifigle part. 

Handel formed his tafte upon 
that of Im coumryfmB, but by the 
^etskteeft aad fublknky of bis ge^ 
fiius, he ^86 worked up fuch effc^b 
as are aftonifhing. Some of the 
beft Italian mafters, by the delicacy 
of their modulation, have fo deeply 
entered kito all the diiFerent ftr^-^ 
tioa$ of the human heart, that they 
Ijiay altnoft be faid to have the 
paiJions of mankind at their com- 
mand } . at leaft tJf that part of 
tnanicbd) whofe lively feelings are 
fomewhat raifcd to a pitgh with 
tb«ir own, 

when wt condder two kinds <of 
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ter, ^ iSiat of Handel, and that 
of tlie teft Itdians, and both car- 
ded to fo great a de^ee erf" perfeo 
^on, 'Mfc caMMSt Ibe furpiiibd at lee*> 
ing itich ti^iii advocates ior €apb. 
Handel*): Mu^ muft Jse ailowed 
to havt had fome advantages ovet 
tiheirs, independent of its real mc- 
tk. The iftdnds, ftltngth, and 
^Atic dF iiis HuBc, is wonderfb% 
Weil failed to the comfiooa (en^- 
tions of mankitid, whicli maft ht 
roufed a Jittle f roughly, and are 
not of a caft to be eafily worked 

. M 4 upon 

^ It is only iiAm>E^\ general charafter that 
tere ^fftiSeA tb that of xht toliaHft. For 
though the csA of lik Hiiml msre towards 
the great and fublime than any otb^r ftyle, yet 
be Cttnttim^ excels the llaliaAS tbemfelves 
emi in tto palScMfle jMthdtte. Tliis 
pears from particular inilance^, which we lhaU 
have occafion to cite jpctUntX^s and from 
othets Whidi nAfjoX be cited. Thut theft baV^ 
been overlooked, is probably owing to the 
many inftances of a contrary kind in his Ora<» 
tories and eliewbere* 
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HpiKi by delicacies; , Thi^>he.take| 

In allthqimpxejudjLce4ipju:tpf,n)af^ 
4^ind. For in his fut(Hnije £l^;c{k^ 
pf which he has maay. he ads as 
powerfully upon the moft I^ow^ 
log, as .i^Qo the j^orant* Ath 
pthfr advantage which^he has over 
the ItaJiaaSj is ovvina to themfelves. 
The quantity of bad Mufic we hayc 
J[iad nrom Italy, prejudices many 
againil the good , Ajad here it may 
npt be a^fs to i^y fomethjin^ of 
the prefent ftatc pf the Italiao 



The. old Mufic, /u.qh .as it • v^as 
in the time of Palestrino, and 
thofc excellent Compofers in the 
Church ftyle, was performed, by a 
number of voices : the harmony 
was full and varied ; and the ef- 
/e<5ls were, produced by the able 
fnanapem^t of their fugues and 

imita* 
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imitations: through all the part$.: 
This^ required great. ikill in Mufic/ 
as well as genius : fo that at that 
time no man ccHild fet up for 
Compofer, without a very profound 
knowledge of the rules of compo- 
iicion. . It happened) as it naturally 
muft when the ftudy of Mufic en- 
, gages men of great abilities, both 
as to genius and. knowledge, that 
improvements were conftantly ari-' 
j&jig from ofit quarter or another* 
By this means the art of modulating 
a fingle voice, ib as to exprefs the 
various pailions and affe&ions, was 
e;very day gaining ground, tiU Vinci 
and . PE&GOLEai carried it in fome* 
of their Songs to the higheft pitch 
we can as yet have any idea of/ 
With this exquiiite expreffion in thei^ 
voice, they have ihewn equal ikill 
in, the man^ement of the inflru- 
Sftents that accompany it. For their' 

' I inftrij- 
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inftrumental parts arc fo jadlci- 
oufly contrived, that they arc con- 
ftantly adding new beauties to the 
Song-part without ever overwhelm- 
ing itt ^^pi h 



1 cannot but lament that the 
Song-mufic which we have from 
Italy, has been dwindling ever lince 
their time. And from the prefent 
fituation of things, I think there is 
but little reafon to hope that it will 
rife again. 'The Italian Compofcrs 
liave two things ftrongly againft 
them, and which I conceive to be 
the caufq of all the trifling, frothy 
Mufic we have at this time. The 
one is, the little time they have for 
compofing. For as foon as any ri^ 
ling genius has given fome ftriking 
proof of his abilities, the Managers 
of almoft every Opera in Italy, want 
to engage him to ccmpofe for them. 

The 
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The young fellow thinks his repu- 
tktioa is eftabli{hed| ami endeavours 
to make the moft of it, by under- 
taking to compofe as much as it is 
^ifiible to 4o in the tMre. Th» 
obhges him to write down anj 
thing that firft prefenfs icfelf : ana 
thus liis Opera is chiefly made up 
of old worn-out paflages haftily 
put together, wkhout any new turn 
of €xpre&on, or harmony* Al^ 
moG: ^very Compofer of genius in 
Italy, is an in/!ance of this. But 
the moft ftriking inftance I know 
is JoMELLT, who hos in fome things 
Ihewn himfelf to be equal to any 
Compofer that has gone before him, 
while in many others he does not 
appear even above the ccmmon 
rank. The other difficulty the 
Itahan Opera*coaipofers have to 
ftruggle with, is the undue influ'* 
cace of the Singers over them. A 

gpod 
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^ood Singer (which is equaily ap- 
,plicablc to both the fexes) fddom 
. .foils to make fuch a party in his fa^ 
;Votir| as it wpuld not be prudeat 
44 the Gompofer to diioblige. This 
|q foijie dt:gree puts him under the 
dinger's dii-ej&ion in relation to his 
Jbwn Songs:; wbieh is in fai^ the 
^itig diredcd in his co^ipoiition^ 
}>y ^ perfon that knpws very little 
4f^MufiGj and that wants to fliipe 
hy playing all the tricks he has been 
j&yfe either to invent or to learn^ 

t This being the prefent fituation 
m the Italian Conipofers, it is not 
fufpHfing that their compoiitions 
fliould be So thin and flimfy. For 
It.is Ipardly; to be expe^ed, that a 
iCompofer wijl be at the pains to do 
all he can J when the low price he 
i^' to have for his Opera, will hard*** 
^ find him breads if he h^s fpent 

much 
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Cluch tim? upon it ; ,a,p4 whgn 
may rifque both, bread ^nd rep^i^ 
ration by difpleafing faypuri^e; . 
Singer. ' ' T .! ' • ^, 

From all that has been faidi I 
would conclude, that both thofe 
who indifcriminately condenfjaj 
Hanpel's coa)j)pjitiQfls, ap^^ thof^ 
who in like manner condemn the 
Italian Mulic, are equally tp blame. 
,as prejudiced or ignorant deciders. 
Arid J would recppimpnd if tp 
true lovers of .Mufic, to examine 
w^fh Sapd^^^^ aji4 I i?^ay eyerj a^,, 
with fome degree of reverenpe^ the. 
compofitions of men, whofc great* 
abilities in their profefllon do Jipr, 
nour to human nature. , , I think iti 

I K JL ^ i>** * ■ %iL» -A-.- Y • .'^J 

i§otig^|y probable, that.whateve^j 
(Jelicacies appear in Handel's M^t: 
fjc, are owing to his journey intpi 
Italy ; and likewife that the It3,ri 
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Bans are much indebted to him (at 
their management of the inftru* 
mental parts that accompany the 
voice ; in which indeed fome few 
of them have fucceeded admirably 
well. And as fome proof of Han-^ 
del's influence in Italy, it is, I 
believe, an undoubted faft, that 
fi-ench-horns were ncV^r tifed there 
as an accompaniment to the voice^ 
till Handel introduced them. 

But however weff ifbme of the 
Italians may have fucceeded in the 
management of the inftrumental 
parts in their Song-mufic, there is 
one point in which Handel ftands 
alone, and in which Ke may^ pofH- 
biy never be equalled ; I mean in 
the inftrumental parts of his Cho- 
ruffes, and full Churchrmufic. la- 
thefe he has given innumerable in- 
ftances oF an unbounded gcnim. 

In 
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in msiny of the efieds h/Q Im work'4 
up by the combination of inflru^' 
meoti and' voices, that they 6em 
iligi be laxbsx tbe tSuSt; oS if^pH^r 

fiut SI Qfdtr to make a sig|b|t 

itj^ two diflpgsent fpecies^ tk^ ior 

T&e eaEcellcQGe of the fbrmer 
coufifts in the ftrcngtb and ful*- 
ndi of ks f haniKHi jf : t^ait of ^ 

latter^ 

•f This IS ro be undcrftood with fome Kmi- 
tacbn. For it is not meant tittrtfae fxtellcnce 

Ihftrmnentah Mufit confifte ^dfkjf in die 
ftrength and fulnefs of ks harmpny ; but only 
ibat this is the {>erfe£^on of it>s cootmdi^* 
guiifaed &om ihc Vocal. The Concertos of 
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Utter in the delicacjr an(l proprieE^ 
of its melody. - ^ * \ 



^ Now Aat fulnefs of harmony, 
which is ciTentiai to the one, may 
in fome cafes hurt, if it doth not 
deftroy, the perfedion of the other* 
Rousseau has developed this mat^ 
fCT woiidcrfuUy ' Well: in Iris Lettrs 
fur la Mufique Franqoife. And it 
is in this point that I think Handel; 

fometimcs faulty, and the bcft 
Italian matters ' almdft ^ conftantly* 
tight, although I do not carry my 

' . ♦ *vj w. ' * - 'idea 

TiaiTiMi, and of foine.ott^f Ccmbt* 
pofcrs for inftrumekts, are ftrong proofs that 

the excellence of Inftrumcntal Mufic fhould not 
be confined to -bafmony alone* • .Hot the merit 
of thofe piecesL coniifts ilili more in the, high; 

and uncommon delicacy of the melody, thaa 
in the harmony, though excellent in its kind^ 

aiidf iacomparabl]F well contrived for the fetting^ 
off arid ftrcngthcoing the cxpreffion of the. 
principal part. 
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idea of their perfedion c[uite fo far 
as Rousseau does* 

' As Operas and Oratorios plainly 
belong to the vocal clafs, the Red* 
tative and Air muft al^fay8 be €x>n* 
fidered as the principal parts in fuch 
performances. Yet in Ibme of 
Handel's, the Symphonies and Ac- 
companiments, inftead of (hewing 
thofe psxts to advantage, have ab« 
(orbed them, as it were, in their 
own fuperior iplendor. His un- 
common ftrength in the inftrumen- 
tal way, which it was natural for 
him to be £>nd difplaying, may 
have been one reafon for his falling 
into this fault. Another perhaps 
was the badncfs of fome of his 
Singers ; for there never was an 
Opera in which all of them were 
good* A judicious Compofer will 
always take care that the worft 

N fliall 
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£bdU hav.e Httk to dc^ But uuk& 
the inftrumcnts by their pre4Qe^H 
nant harmony, fill up the vacui-* 
oqaa^om^^ t^Q atbieoc^n or 

tention of the mdkiiQQ nmfk 

ocffauUy languiih : |a iiKonyoidt^ 
e&ce evidently greater than that: of 
faolalang the iai}ca of propriety,, by. 
giiiiag Co the^ iaiifiUni^ts.0XQre ii^^ 
ihm- the fubjed; will warrauu 

It msLj alfo'he adtied^ that in fo 
long a p^tribrmancc: as thaJt q£ ao 
Qperay ther^ mv^^ be xnatiy, Aiss in 

difter^t %les, and on. different 
fubjcds. The finefl modulatioiia^ 
^otimied too long, or repeatedctoa 
often, would flatten. lapon the ezf4 
Here again recourie muA had to 
the inftruments, whigh, by aJittlg 
ovcr-a^liqg their part, gain atten** 

tipo tp thofe Songs of a lower daft^ 

which 
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v^hich ferve to fet off and recom-- 
m(^hd the otKers. So' that vve muft 
ribt v^onder, if in Handel's old' 
Opi^i'a's we meet with fome * Songs^^ 
which, from the fulnefs of the parts',* 
appear to be almoft Concertos. " 

7 r 

^ •v , . ^ . 

^ Biit hbw fliail we excn'fl for- 
thofe inftances of coarfenefs and 
indelicacy which occur fo frequent- 
ly in the Airs of his Oratorios ? .For 
as the melody is a fundamental and" 
eflential part in vocal' Mu'fic, it" 
fliould feem that nothing can at^-^ 
tbne for the negled of it. The 
Left Painter would be 'blamed,\ 

N 2 fhould 

* Yet in many others all the parts are fo^ 
nicely adjuded, and fo well ruftained, that the 
fcveral inftruments in his Orchelfra, refcmble . 
the feveral perfonages in a fine piece of hiftory- 
painting, all engaged and interefted in the fame 
fubject, and all concurring, in their different 
lituations, to the furtherance and execution of 
^hc' principal defigrv • < ^ 
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{Hould he draw off , t^e. atteptioi^ 

tp9 ,muGb frpm the principal figu^ji^. 
in ]iis piece, ho\vevj^r perfed, hf 
th^ very high and^cxquifite £bii^ 
ing of fpmc inferipi:; objca:r J^^^^^^ 
much more would he deferye^^Q^bc 
blamed, if he left that figure the. 
leaft ^iOicd, ^hich all the rules 
of his art required to be the mpft^ 
fo. .JS[o>y in Mufjc, thQugh^^^qrc, 
may forjaej^mes bejoccahon, wcj^ 
have ; fpen. for giving the inffru- 
ments the aicendancy over the voii^ 
ces ; yet never mould the 




partjs be unmeaning or ioexpr^iliv^ 
much lefs coarfe or ordinary^ 

To fpeak the plain truth, 
Del was; not fo excellent in 'An*, 
where there is no ilrong charader 
to mark, or paiHon to exprefs. 
He had not the art, for which the 
Italians have ever been remarkable, 

the 
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the art of trifling with grace and 
delicacy. His turn was for greater 
things, in exprefling which it is 
hard to fay, whether he excelled 
moft in his Air, or in his Harmony. 
This may be proved even from his 
Oratorios, where he has failed the 
moft * and the ofteneft. But in his 
old Operas there are numberlefs 
inftances of his abilities in the vocal 
way, fuch as it would be difficult 
to parallel out of the greateft Ma^ 
fters, whofe whole excellence lay 
in that particular fpecies, I will 

N 3 only 

* Some allowances muft be made for the 
difadvantages he was under from the Audi- 
ence, the Singers, and the Language, all of 
them changed for the worfc. 

A gentleman whom he had defired to look 
over Judas MAccHABitus, having declared 
his opinion of it ; Well, (faid Handel) to be 
fure you have picked out the beft Songs, but 
you take no notice of that which is to get mc 
all the money j meaning the worA in the whole 
Oratorio. 



( l82 ) 

only refer the Reader to a few 
Songs in different ftyles, viz. 



yn difprezi^ato affetto, 

& Vin Oti^one. 

* Affanni del penfier, 

Ombra cara, in Radamisto. 

Men Vedele, 1 -^'^ * 

n.gj. X ( Alessandro. 

II mio cor, j 

SI Here too he will fee, that tho\ 

in two of the Songs above-cited, 

tliere is great employment for the 

inftruments ; and though in all of 

them tne parts which they have to 

execute, are exceedingly jfine ; yet 

tliey are fo contrived, as not to 

eclipfe 



An eminent Mafler, who was not on good 
terms with Handel, often declared the opi- 
nion he had of his abilities in very ftrong e:^- 
prefTions. That great Bear (faid he) was cer- 
tainly infpircd when he made this Song. He 
might have faid the fame with full as much 
juftice of that which I have coupled with it. 
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eclipfe the air or melody* At the 
lame time that they rcUeve the ear 
by the beauty and variety of theit 
accords, they + affift the voice in 
expreifing the particular a<Stion| 

N4 pallioD^ 

f After all, the tochI fpecies is not znorife 
indebted to the inftrumentaU than this is to the 

other. Many inftances miglit be produced to 
coniirm this aflertion, from the cotnpofitions 
of difierfiit Mafisers. Jitit Tahtini's M^ftC 
may almoft be confidered as one continued in- 
ilance of it. All his melody is fo truly vocal 
b ks ftyle ftnd cbarj^Aer, tha^ th6re parts of k 

which do not exceed the compals and powers 
of a voice^ one would almoft imagine we re in- 
tended to be fung. His moft difficult pafTage^ 
bear the fame character, which was very appa- 
rent, when they were executed by himfeif : and 
ail the Italianis were fo itrongly fenfible of this* 
that in fpeaking of his nianncr of playing, they 
often made ufe ot the following exprcffion, 
fmnay cdnta fu'l violim. The reafon why the 
compofitlonG of this great Mailer arc admired 
by fo few people in Egland, is that the Per- 
formers of them neither diter into the ttue ch<- 
rader of the Mufic, nor pky it according to 
the intention of its author. Tht more any 

pieoe 
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pciiion, or fentiment inteudcd to 
be icprcfcatcd. 

And here I may juft take notice, 
that the proper place for moil mu« 
i^cal imitations^ is in the Symplionies 
and Accompaniments. There are 
indeed Tome few founds, which Na- 
ture herfelf employs to expreis the 
Aronger emotions of the human 
heart, which the voice may imi«- 
tate. But it is common for the Ma* 
fters not only to forget the nature 
and ^ extent of this imitative power 

m 

piece of Mufic is delicate and expreflive, the 

more infipid and difagreeable muft it appear un« 

der a ccarfe and unmeaning execution. Juft 

as the moft delicate llrokes of huniour in co- 

♦ 

mcdy^ and the moft affeding turns of paffion 
• in tragedy, will fuffcr infinitely more from be- 
ing improperly read, than a common para- 
graph in a news-paper» 

♦ Sec Mr. Harrises three treatifes, in which 
this point is difcufled with great judgment and 
accuracy. 
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In Mu£c, but alfo to miftdce the 
fubjed; on which to employ it, A 
too clofe attachmment to fome par* 
ticular words in a fentence^ hath 
often mifled them from the general 
meaning of it. Handel himielf^ 
from his impetfe£): acquaintance 
with the £ngliih language^ has 
fometimes fallen into thefe mi- 
ftakes. A Compofer ought never 
to pay this attention to fingle words^ 
excepting they have an uncommon 
energy, and contain W paffion 
or fentiaient. To do Hax^dei. 
juftice, he is generally great and 
mafterly^ where the language and 
poetry are well adapted to his pur«* 
pofe« The £ngli{h tongue abounds 
with monofyllabks and confonants« 
Tho* thefe canaot always be avoid- 
ed, yet the writers of mufical dra-- 
mas (hould always pick out fuch 
as are the leaft harih and di (agree- 
able 

4 
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aUe to the ear. The lame regard 
mull be had to the ientimeotS) as 
to the language. The more fimple 
and natural they are, the more 
cafily will Mufic exprefs themt 
Thac was a time (fays Mr. Addi^ 
son) whca it was laid down as a 
maxim, that nothing was capable 
of being well fet to Mufic, that was 
not nonfcnfe. This fatyr is eqittlly 
juii aud beautiful. But the' the 
Ibnie of fuch produ&ioas cannot 
be too firong, the poetry of them 
may be too fine. If it abouncis 
with noble images, mA bigk 
wrought delcFiptioQs, and contains 
iittlie of chara^ler, lentisnent, or 
paffion, the befli Compofer will 
Jiave no opportunity of exerting 
lus talents. Wl^re there is no- 
liiHig capable of being expreiTed^ 
all he caa do is to eaterCain hk 
audience with mere ornamental 

pafiages 
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gaffajges oi ]m cwn wventiop. But; 
graces aad flpurifhes iimft ri^ from 
tl^e fubjed t^ie €pmpo^UQft.ift 
^i^lxich tbey are employe4» juft 
flowers and fefloons from the dc- 
£gn of the building. It is froin 
their relatioif to the wl^ole, th^t 
thefe ixiini^t^r part$ dii^ivc th^k 
value* 

T9 return to oyr es^min^tlQn of 
Handel's wor^s. In his Choru0e« 
he is without a rivait That eafy^ 

liatur^l m€lo4y, and fins flawwg 
vhichrHns through them, i« 
almoft a^. wonderful ^ peqylijirity, 
as that perfe^ fuln^ and v^mljr^ 

90)14 which therefeems hpwerortQ 
be n,Q, part but what; figures, and 
aa uat^ that could be fpare/i . . 

Hi s Antfafiins are choral throis^i^ 
outj ^nd ib excetient ^in theu: kind, 

that 



Digitized by Google 



( i88 ) 

that it would be difficult to conceive 
any tliiDg of human piodudion that 
is more fo. Thofe which he made 
iR>r the Duke of Chandois*s chapel 
are the leaft known, but far from 
being among the leaft excellent* 
It is true that in the admirable epii^ 
tie addrefled to Lord Burlington, 
the two following lines, viz. 

•* Light (juirks of mufic^ bix)ken and uneven. 
Make the foul dance upon a jig to heaven i*' 

which are meant tp expofe the 
falfe tafte. of fuch Mulic, as is ei- 
ther foreign to the fubjed, or im- 
proper for the occafion, may ap- 
pear to be levelled at Handel, as 
he was employed ia compo£ng for 
the ch^l of the nobleman, whole 
miftaken notions of magnificence 
were fuppofed to be pointed at by 
inore circumftance& than one in, the 

lioes 
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lines immediately precediog thok* 
Lhave quoted. But there a^e ^mai;^ ; 
reafbns, which make it utterly im-^/ 
probable that any Mpfic of .Han^ 
dcr$ is here intended. For though 
Mr* Pope was no judge himfelf of 
any. prod udions on thi& fuL^e(3;, yet 
he had many friends who well un--, 
deiilood them j and none indeed 
better than the very lord, to whom 
hi& epiiUe is addreiTed. Beiides, the 
opinion wiiich.hc adually enter^ 
tained of Handel^s abilities, may 
be gathered from thofe iine lines 
upon him^ which are quoted, in. 
his life, from the 4th book of the 
DuNciAD. • It is however no way. 
improbable that the fame chapel 
might have fumi(hed inftances of. 
the egregious impropriety here ti- - 
dicuied, after Handel ceafed to 
compofe for it. But whether it, 
did or not, it was the Poet's bufi- 

nefi 
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ikifs to go through the levcral iii-* 
ftanccs of a perverted tafte, in^ 
whkh fh^ (bene he made choice of ' 
abbunded perhaps "mofe than arifl 
other. 

. i 

The reader will excule this di- 
gT'efliori^ as it leemcd necefTary tb'^ 
^afd againft miftake's not Jefs in-* 
jurious to the judgment of P6r^ 
oh the one hand, than to the ho- 
nour of Handel on the other. ^ 

'"As his OnftoHoTarc all, or mo{^ 
df them, oh fcripture-fuBjedls, fo^ 
the Choruffes in them are quite in^ 
the church-ftyle ; and it may be 
faid without extravagance, that the 
fublime ftrolceF^ifey abound with^^ 
look more like the efFcfts of illu-' 
mination, than of mere natural ge-^ 
nius. Out of a multitude of ex- 
amples which might be produced,* 

- • . I Will 
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I will oaly.jsemwd tbe f$a4w of 
tke ksif i^liawing ia the i^dkg)^ 

Pratojfio of MBssi^a^viz. 

Foir imlau^ a child ilbam^ 
Life wp youi: J^a^Ay 0)fepte^^^ 
Halkiuj^j. fpr the Lord Gk^ 
omnipotent reigueth, ^r.. 

After thefe vsJh ^Sort^ of geatiis^ 
\¥e £nd< him rising, ilili higher^ ifh 
the three * concluding^ Chorufle% 
each of which- furpafles the pr-e^ 
ceding, till in the winding up ctf 
the Amen, the ear is £ird witli 
fuch a glow of harmony, as leaves 
the miud ia a kind of h^venljr 
CXtafy. 

There are: indeed^ but few per^ 
IbnS' fuiiickntly verfed ia< Mu£q;: 



to 

■ ^ 



♦ Begmning-witlu " Wortbjr ir thcr Uxdb 
that was flaia.'* 
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to perceive either the particular 
proimety and juftnefs, or the ge- 
neral uDion and conient^ of all the 
parts in thefe complicated pieces* 
However, it is very remarkable that 
fbme perfons, on whom tlw -fideft 
ttibdulatidns would ha^ire > licda mht 
no efied, have been ff^ai^.Axugi/^ 
with Handel's. Chorufles. This 
is probably owing to that grandeur 
of conception, whifsb* pibdominatM 
in them;^ aftd -which, ai-^atoing 
purely from Nature, is the mori^ 
ilrongly, and the more gooeral 
kit. ' ■ ■ ■ .'--V 

It is true; that, in the^woade 
ful perfomance above- mentiooiedi^ 
there are great inequalities, as in 
moft of Handel's: but whoever 
fhould examine it throughout, muft 
conlider him as a down-right pro- 
4igy. I ufe this expreiiion bccaufc 

there 
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there arc no words caps^k of coti^ 
veying an idea^of his charader, un- 
lei$ indeed I was to repeat thofe 
which LoNQiNUs has e&^loyed in 
defcription of Demosthenes, 
every part of which is fo perfedly 
applicable to Handel, that one 
would almoft jbe perfuad^^;it was 

^ excellence^ In ano^er branch 
ff ^y^foal ^Mttfiq^ viz. .th«: Recita^ 
tiv^2^cmght.€ft£ly be i^ewn either 
fftom his 0I4 Oper9^, oic^lrc^m the 
liogle Oi^torio above-jm^tjioned. 
Fot^ a fpocimen^ the fcdlf^wing paft 
lages wiU be fufiici^at>:,;;i^c,i i 

^59n?/ortye,comfQrtye,^y people, 
. ; ■ i^ijii your God, - , Msssi ah. 

, + See the coftclufion of Longinus's 33d 



Alina del grao ^owipbo, :* ? >a3 

To wj^^ we may aekiy 'that graiiii 
icene of the death 6f By^jAZirr 4d 

Tamerlane. ^ - -''^ *o :ir,'j vi!57^ 
• » -J- » , . • ' 

- Vi^tbeii^ attieiiipfeing toexpk^ 
the cauijes of . that ^ci^ ex^^ 
fion, and overpowering |»thos, 
ivhich breathe in thefe, and many 
other ^iaffii^ of l^s^KeciUtnri, if 
umII ^>a^- ftlledgQ thilc ^kdi^6i 
Muiic, to ihew that 4t» true u^J 
and greateft value, is to heigt^rt 
the natiit^^ impf kft^l^ ^ reHgit>tl 
and humanfity. i-i-*^ -'^ ' -i:^^ 

The Duettos and Terzettos . 
made at different times. Thofe 
which he made abroadhavi„gae#r 
iieen prie^ed, ate m i^ery few han^s, 
and but little koQ.wn. As thef $ii 

of 
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bf a charader fomewhat diitefellt 
from his latter compofitions of th& 
fame kind, and in feme relpcds 
fuperior to them, they dcferriETpar*^ 
ticular notice* They were com^ 
pofed in the vigour of his facuitiesj 
not for the theatre, but for thcJ 
clofetJ Nothi«g Wfe* tc^^bfif ?ficti^ 
iiced m the^ru^^iiltidifdcrnkfgiibtf 
of ibe '^luilliiudl^l ^ndr were>-io^ 
vention and h^riBK^ny ta be'giiisti 
•qp for':.:die poor pur^ha&.^ef aa 
im»ehdThe ^atkDrdlaH. Jdnl^i hitm 

b^Ihim&lf: aiid ktjanyuQOM^udgtf 

whither -hi& c6mpofition was-Ladi 
likefy to be th^l ^be ttet £or kteh 
circutnildnc^s«( i Indeeii^: sAc might 
wdl ; be enpeddd-y^ w End dkfe 
admiraUe « pirodu<3:ions (rm from 
fiidx marks, of Jiafte and negli^ 
gence, as are feen, and flaould in 
reafon be cxcufed, in the works 

O a of 
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of * length, which he has flnce 
compofed. When we complain 
of thefe produdions as frequently 
defedive with regard to tafte and 
delicacy, we fliould do well to re- 
colled how little of either belongs 
to that tribunal, before which their 
merits were to be decided. But to 
refume our examination of the 
Duettos. It is as hard to charadte- 
rize thefe, as the other parts of 
Handel's works. Though they 
may be faid to comprehend moft 
ftyles, yet the manly and the ner- 
vous prevail upon the whole. In- 
deed, in fome of them there is a 
fweetnefs and delicacy of modula- 
tion not inferior to that of the 
amiable Steffani ; as in many 
there is a fpirit and majefty to 
which he appears to have been a 
ftranger. 



It 
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It was not to be diiJ^mbled that 
the manly cafl of Handbl^s mind 
often led him into a kind of me- 
lody ill fuited to the voice ; that 
he was apt to depart from the flyle 
wliich the fpecies of compofitioa 
demanded9 and run into paflages 
purely inftrumental. Yet £o ad« 
mirable is the contrivance, and lb 
beautiful the modulation in fome 
of thefc pieces, where this devia- 
tion is moft confpicuouS ; that the 
beft judge of Muiic, who examines 
them as a critic, will hardly have 
the heart to execute his office; 
and, while th^ laws of it compel 
him to arraign the f^ult, will al- 
moft be ibrry to ice it cone&cd. 
That all this may pot appear to 
be faid at random, let us eater a 
little into the particulars. 

The Duetto beginning, 
mirarvi to fono inuntQ^^ is a 

O 3 beau- 



-l^ediftiful exa«ipk of a flyle truly 
^ocaj , - and nutcb - r^fen^b^ing ^ that 

X>r OT£FFANI» ^' - 

Is^ another inftance pf .theaiamci 
kipd* ] The hrft movenjcnt of 
^y SofiQ lietep is another ; biife-thp 
^dft tnovemeht of tke fame is in^^ 
ilru mental. . Of this we ^ha.ve^. .ia 
^ n^anner^ the authoii's ackoow*^ 
Icdgment j for he introduced it af^ 
tef wards, with fome altcrationi intei 
the Ovenwr^ of JyDAS M^oc^H^ 

% 

t r - 

A$ examples of a ^fpirited and 
|)eautiful i^ianner unknownl tdi^^ 

^ahn aod ^^fy St:£^fan^ rl-tlJpli 
ipnly mention, among maRy^.pjtJiepji 
Ch v^i penja}}^qy' aad ":?J?(^^/' 

• Among tb? Trios ^andonon 



infkfumental &yhf cai3:kd.ib,far^ as 
to render the performai^ce of it 

extremely difficult. [ 

» 

w 

% i ^ 

In fi>nle parts of thefe pieces, 
but; mor^ particularly in the Ter^ 
zettos. it is curious to obferve 
tliofe vail conceptions of the cho- 
ffal kind, pent within the nar- 
row limits of two or three parts ; 
and ilruggling as it were, for that 
enlargement, which has flnce per- 
mitted them to take their fuli 
fwecp in the wide, and almpft un^ 
bounded province of Chorus. To 
(hey^ that this obfervatiou is not chi- 
fxierical, it need only be recolleded 
that one of the fineft Chpruffes in 
the Allegro, and that very arti^ , 
ficial offbe with which Alzkav-- 
i>^Rr's F£AST concludes, wer^ ngiade 
out of two of. thefe Trioc^ 

, Though the Duettos and Trios 
in his Operas and Orajiorios arc not 

O ^ in 
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in general fo chafte, or of fo learn- 
ed a caft, as thofe of which we 
have juft been fpeaking, yet th? 
mufical reader will eafily call to 
mind feveral of diftinguiflied beau- 
ty. Such are the famous Trio in 
Acis and Galatea ; — the Duetto, 
0 death ^ where is thy Jiiftg^^ in 
Messiah;- — From this dread 
fcene^'' in Judas Macchab^eus j~- 
and "7(9 iabbracctOy^ in Rodelin- 

PA? . 

• ' -J 

The only Serenata (properly fo 
called) which he made here, was 
Acis and Galatea ; and it is one 
of the moft equal and perfed of all 
his compofitions. From this we 
may guefs at the merits of thofe 
which are not extant. The Can- 
tatas now remaining have been hi- 
therto little examined. That of 
Tarqui?}, ^nd Lup^^TiA was made 
^t Rome, ^^n4 its^ia)^^ are much 
3 ^ O ' bettcf 
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better known in Itsiy than in Eng- 

• We have now run through his 
l^veral produdions in the vocal 
fpecies ; and from this cur(bry exa« 
qiination I think it muft appear^ 
that even wh^r^ he isieaii excell^t 
on the whole, he has given fuch 
frequent, and fuch ftrong proofs 
of his abilities, as place him on a le- 
vel with the greateA Mailers, whole 
whole Arength lay in that parti-- 
tular fpecie§, 

r 

In his Muiic for inftruments there 
^e the lame marks of a . great ge« 
nius, and likewife fome inHances 
of great negligence. He often at- - 
fended moiQ to the effe6l of the 
whole, than to that artificial con«« 
texture of the parts, fpr which Qb^ 
miAiA^l is fo juftly admired. 

In 
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In his Fugues and Overtures he 
is quite original. The Style of 
them is peculiar to himielf, and no 
way like that of any Mafter before 
him. In the formation of thefe 
pieces, knowledge and invention 
feem to have contended for the 
maftery. 

Tho* no man ever introduced 
fccb a number of in&ument^ yet' 

in his Orcheftra not one is found 
idle or infignificant. On the con- 
trary^ each hath fuch a figure and 
charader belonging to it, as ieems 
to render it not only proper and 
ufeful, but neceffary and eflential 
to the performance. Even thofe 
which are of the loweft order, and 
leaft value, when coniidered in 
themfelves, from the artful and 
judicious manner in which they 
are introduced and employed, rife 
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into a kind of dignity and ioipor- 
iaace, o£. which lij^ ftaHCUfCbihey 

|bo»jld iecm kn^s^^ff^ jo i 

/ft ... .iiai / H 

^Pf ^i^lents in^ co^oaijg ^qj 
A vfiiigle ioiUtimeiity we need. 119 
^^^tter proofs than ^gre ^vea vsi in 
Jiis Harpfi^p^ord-lpiTons, T}i^JixQ^ 
fett, which were printed by his own 
order, will always be held in the 
jhigheft eftieem, . notwithftanding 
thofe real improvements in the ftyle 

for leiTons which fome Maflers have 

.<<•.»•»».''.. .. .. 

^nce hit upoj^. Handel's have 
one difadvantage, owinj^entirely to 
their peculiar excellences Theftjr'!' 
jp^rifiit]^ fwJne(* and .^divjty of the 
innef ^par tS| incr eaf9§ tJ^e difficulty 
of playiqg thein^ to fo gr^at a de- 
gree/ t|tat few peripns are capable 
l^^doing them juftifce. Indeed 
there appears to .^^niore work 
in them than any one inftrument 
^ould feem capable of diipatch- 
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\ To conclude, there is in thefe 
and other parts of his works, fuch 
a fuin^fi, force, and energ}r, that 
the harmony of Handel may al-* 
ways be compared to the antique 
figure of Hercules, which feems 
to be nothing but mufcles and 
news ; as his melody may often be 
likened to the V£nus of Mbdicis^ 
which is all grace and delicacy. 

Whatever fliall be thought of 
this attempt to do juftice to his 
memory, too much reafon there is 
for believing that the interefts of 
xeligion and humanity are not Co 
ftrongly guarded, or fo firmly fe- 
cured, as eailly to fpare thofe fuc* 
cours, or forego thole afliftances 
which are miniftered to them from 

the elegant arts. 

• - , They 

• ■ 

j 
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They ie£ne and cxak our ide^ 

;of plcafuresr which ^ when rightlj 
unclerftood, and prqperJy puriufld^ 
is the very end of our eyiftence. 
They improve and fettle our idoas 
of taile i which, whea foimded oq 
folid and cpn^ilent princi|^s, . cxr 
flams ^ caufes, a|i^ heightens 
:the efFeift^ , pf whatjcyer is beautiful 
or e9x:elknty whether in the works 
pf creajug^,^ or in th^ produddoo* 

They adorn and cmbellilli t|e 
face of Nature ; the talents of men 
they lharp/sa and invigorate j ; the 
manner? , they civilize.and .polil]ji j 
•in a WOTd,_ jtijiey foft^eq.tlie cares of 
life, and; render its l^^vieft cal^t 
.^miti^s much more fupportable. by 
adding to the number of its inno- 
cent enjoymentSk 

• \ ' • Hi. r . . . f. • I . » 

The 
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The hopes of rendering ibmft 
(ervice to Mufic, and of fuggefting 
fbine hints which may poffibly give 
rife to farthei^ "inquiries ihto this 
difiicult tcktkCj have imkiced me 
* to fubjoin to the foregoing' lift of 
Handel's works^ fuch obfervation^ 
lipon them, as leemed to offer 

^§iriiifelvies 'ill the courfe-bf this r6\r 

*• - • • ■« 

Viirt^, Forifthc obferrations are 
yx^f thofe who are mailers of the 
InBjed: may be tempted* to improve 
and extend them j and if they arc 
erroneous, the fame perfons are at 
to rcfiit^ them. X 

r - • 

' ' ^ • , " • ' t 

*''' *At all events, fuch a view of the 
various and valuable iniprovements 
^Jerived to Mufic from the InceliaiM: 
labours, and wonderforehdowments 
of one * man, niay ferve to awaken 
. - tfte 

* There are but a fiat {lecfons^ who hicye 
carefully looked over, and are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with ail the works of Hanj>£L, and 

they 
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the attention of the Curious to thofe 
WW iburce&^i beauty ajid fublimity 
tf|ll^hb ma^ }^et lie coufs^aicdia t}^ 
fegk)ii§ of haiajony. It may ulfa 
f^ve to pgt future ^I'tift^ Qa a more 
careful ftady hi$ cogapoiicions in 
fv$Fy kmd)^ aad fo chieck dEhe pn>9 
gf^fs of jhp^ icorruptioDs , in tafte^ 
\yhich in period-haare threatj 
ged deftru^tipn to the Art> and in 

tkmo pc^H^ tncre fibsn in the 

Litde 

they only can be proper judges of his abilities.. 

Yet a fingle glimpfe of the Catax^gue may cn- 
;ible.us to gu^is at. tke ailonillaip^ extent o((bx$ 
£eniys : for he has not only ranged through thf 

wiiole compafs of his Art, but has given un- 

queftionablc f roof^ ft hus^ei^QeUej^Qe ii^ 4bLL ti^: 
branches oiT it. 

* Our mod fafliionable Mufic of late 7ears 
carries hardly any appearance of knowledge 
orinventig^ h^dly Vnieedl^ny tjraces of tafte 
or judgment. Light and criviai Airs, upheld 
by a thin and ihadowy Harmony i an almofl: 
perpetual unifordiity of ftyte, and famenefs of 
Jubje<5t } an endiefs lepecition of the fame 

move- 
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\ Little indeed are the hopes , of 
tver equalling, much lefs of excel- 
ling £> vaft a Proficient' in Im owA 
way: however, as there are 
many avenues to excjdlence Ml 
open, fo many paths to glory itill 
untrod, it is hoped that the exam** 
pie of thk illu^ons Foreigner will 
rather prove an incentive, than A 
dilbouragemeat to the induftty i«d 
genius of our own countrymen. ; 

movements snd pafliigesy tho'.wora to ragsi 

the barren and beggarly expedient of Paftic* 
cios fo often pradifed j — fuch a decay as this 
in the ftate of Mufic, (I forbear to make thofe 
exceptions which the Judges of die Art wtA 
make for themfelvcs') fhouid excite fonid ve- 
neration for the works of Handiu ' 



•1 



f J N I S. 



It * 



Digitized by 




Digitized by Google 



Google 



Bllilloteca de Catalunya 




Dipumcm DE BnRCdom 

Biblioteca de Catalony] 

Reg.J.LSAD.. 



Googlj^ 



Digitized by Go 



